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A FALL REVERIE. 


BY THE REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


HE birds have flown away, 
The woods are filled, instead, 
With leaves which fall like spray, 
When the great wave bends his head. 


Dropped through the silence there, 
One after one they fall, 

And rustle like a prayer 
Prayed by a funeral pall. 


A strange mysterious light, 
A hush as though of doom, 

A day that shines more bright 
Since leaves have left it room. 


Ah, so, before my death, 
When birds of songare fled, 
May friends, with bated breath, 
Find light about my head; 


The light of other days, 
And other lands to shine 
With less-obstructed rays, 
And glory more divine! 
POLITENESS IN THE SCHOOL. 
BY THE REV. J. SPENCER KENNARD, 
HETHER it be an art, or a virtue, or both, 
politeness is a comely thing, and influential 
withal, There is scope for its development in the 
Sunday-school. 

Everybody does not enjoy the training of a fashion- 
able boarding-school, and those who do are not 
always polite. Neither is “society manners” a 
synonym for genuine courtesy. It often means 
varnished hypocrisy, or smirking selfishness. A cul- 
tured and Christian home is, perhaps, the best school 
for true politeness. It is in the nature of religious sen- 
timents and training to soften and refine the manners 
which are thus the outcome of a loving heart. One 
of the legitimate fruits of grace is graceful behavior. 
But cultured Christian homes do not abound. The 
next best thing is a well ordered Sunday-school. 
Why should we not give more thought to the irjanc- 
tion, “ Be courteous,” in the whole conduct of the 
school. It would certainlyly lubricate the work, and 
elevate the tone, and strengthen the bonds of mutual 
fellowship among teachers, officers, and scholars 
wonderfully. 

In this matter the leaven must work from above 
downwards, The children and youth of this genera- 
tion are, it must be confessed, not naturally polite. 
‘The lack of reverence, simplicity, modesty, and gen- 
rosity, which so much prevails with those who have 








had the training of the street and free-school instead 
of the home, and who are saturated with the morals 
and manners of the dime novel and “Frank Leslie” 
literature, will account for a general want of polite- 
ness among average boys and girls. This especially 
applies to our mission schools, but, to a degree, is 
found in our church schools as well. 

Beginning with the superintendent every teacher 
is interested to make the school a nursery of polite- 
ness as well as piety. The superintendent need not 
assume the tones of the military drill-room to secure 
order; gentler accents are just as effectual, and a 
smile carries more weight than a frown in the long 
run. The grace of hand-shaking between teacher 
and clags, both in meeting and parting, is not to be 
lightly valued; and the welcoming grasp of the 
stranger’s hand is not thrown away. With unruly 
scholars the charm of kindly manners and pleasant 
tones is almost as great as that of music over the pas- 
sionate. A rudeness that defies severity, and laughs 
at sharp rebuke, will soften with shame beneath the 
influence of patient and persistent courtesy. There 
is a latent sense of honor and decency in a class 
which will always arise in defense of the teacher, who 
can maintain his politeness to an unruly young Arab, 
or a disagreeable Miss Pert. . 

The rule of politeness will forbid the librarian, or 
any one else, interrupting a teacher when he has 
fixed the attention of his class, except under a neces- 
sity ; and it will prevent a teacher from allowing the 
work going on in his class to intrude by its loudness 
or confusion upon the domain of the neighboring 
classes. 

I need hardly say that politeness requires the teacher 
and scholar to close doors quietly, and tread the floor 
softly, and abstain from fuss and flurry generally in 
coming and going through the schoolroom. Polite- 
ness will require not only a kindly recognition among 
the teachers who have been long enough in the school 
to feel at home, but an especial consideration shown 
to the new teacher and the new scholar, who often 
feel embarrassed and lonely, except some one takes 
the pains to introduce them and put them at their 
ease. I have known new teachers to go for months 
without recognition by a majority of the other teach- 
ers, till believing themselves unwelcome they have 
resigned. There may be great contrasts in the social 
position of different teachers, but in the schoolroom 
they occupy one plane, and any leaning toward caste 
is snobbish. 

Where a teacher has a class composed parily of the 
children of prosperity, and partly of the children of 
poverty, it will be his delicate but important task to 
see that nothing of conceit or supercilious deport- 
ment be allowed toward the latter, nor of envy and 
suspicion toward the former. A careful impartiality 
on the teacher’s part in the schoolroom, and a little 
kindly counsel in private, will often correct such a 
tendency. A polite teacher will not mortify a scholar 
by any surprise at his dullness, or any laugh at 
an absurd answer, but will shield to the utmost the 
sensitive scholar from shame at his mistakes, 

Finally, the polite teacher will, by example and 
influence, secure attention to the superintendent, or to 
any visitor speaking from the desk. Few men, ad- 
dressing a Sunday school, have the personal mag- 
netism to draw and fix the attentiofl of every scholar; 
and there are few things more annoying and embar- 
rassing than the trifling and whispering of a portion 
of the school, sometimes almost drowning the speak- 
er’s voice. The polite teacher will be his sympathetic 
helper under these circumstances, seeing to it that 
his own claes is trained to give respectful attention, 
and that all class business is suspended promptly 
when the school is being thus addressed. if, at the 
dismissing of the school, the scholars are trained to 
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march out to music, the boys with hats off, and as 
they pass through the doors give the hand of “ good- 
bye” to superintendent and pastor, or either, it will 
form a pleasant and courteous finale to the whole 
exercises. 

Such a training in graceful behavior will have a 
delicate but marked effect on the whole character of 
the school, and prove an important auxiliary to its 
order and discipline. 


THE LIMP SIDE AND FLAP EDGE. 


BY THE REV. EDWIN B. RAFFENSPERGER. 


HE great religious awakening has brought to the 
surface sundry things worthy of a passing notice. 
Among these is the passion among some young men 
for expounding God’s Word only when it is done up 
in Morocco limp sides and flap edges! We admire 
the enterprise of wide-awake publishers, and thank 
them for putting on the American market so 
many and such beautiful and useful copies of “ The 
Book,” done up in the style referred to. But the ob- 
ject of this article is simply to point out a fact that 
finds, just now, many illustrations in the practical 
workings of Christianity. Man is an imitation ani- 
mal—eminently so. He is very liable to fall into the 
habits and peculiarities of the fellow man whom he 
greatly admires. Our distinguished orators are no 
doubt often amused, if not pained, at the great trains 
of their imitators. 

Dr. Alexander told us of a country domine whose 
people not only admired him, from the bottom of 
their hearts, but seemed also to make it their Chris- 
tian duty to imitate him. Such was their confidence 
in him that they almost regarded it as heresy to 
deviate in the least from anything that he had 
said, or anything he had done. So general 
was this assiduous, but perhaps unconscious, imi- 
tation, that even strangers could see it, and could 
easily tell the people of that congregation from 
all other peoples. There is a college in our land 
that has had two good presidents. Among the gradu- 
ates these men could see themselves as plainly as the 
old Roman emperors could see their own likenesses 
on the coins issued during their reigns. The presi- 
dents were as unlike as they could be, but both were 
exceedingly popular, The batch of graduates under 
the first were almost as unlike those turned out under 
the second as a brood of Brahmas are different from 
a brood of Cochin-chinas. We all remember how it 
was when the distinguished Hungarian visited this 
land, and how common then were Kossuth hats, but 
how uncommon were Kossuth heads / 

The fashion of expounding God’s Word only in 
Morocco, with limp sides and flap edges, had an 
origin. It is not improbable that we are indebted to 
Moody for it. The methods of that wonderful man 
of God are certainly worthy of study, especially by 
the ministers of Christ. But if Brother Moody 
chooses to employ the kind of Bible to which we 
have referred, must we all sacrifice to his net and 
burn incense to his drag? Why not also imitate his 
mustache and beard, and adopt the style of his boots ? 
Alas, some seem to think that the doom of theological 
seminaries is sealed, and that “ all the fitness” God 
requireth of one who wishes to preach is a fine 
Morocco Bible, with limp sides and flap edges. What 
think you of a business young man, of limited edu- 
cation, but a member of a Young Men’s Christian 
Association, who was too poor to pay his washer- 
woman but who could afford to spend fourteen dollars 
for a Bagster Bible, to enable him to fill creditably 
his appointment to preach one Sabbath afternoon? 
After he had discharged the duty he seemed to be 
well pleased with his success in enlightening the peo- 
ple! His subject, he said, was “The /apera in the 
2d book of Kings” ! 
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It would be easy to fill several pages with reports 
of the strange things that we have heard from the 
lips of novices in preaching, who have used these 
limp sides and flap edges, and have expounded Scrip- 
ture with a confidence that was astoufiding to all who 
had been regularly trained for the work. At a time 
like this, when so many are called into the service of 
God, and such grand results are accomplished by the 
grand army of street preachers and earnest workers 
for the salvation of the perishing, we must look for 
these occasional irregularities and make proper al- 
lowances for want of training on the part of many 
who possess speaking talents. One of the most dis- 
tinguished and successful of these preachers has 
lately published a series of most wholesome direc- 
tions for this sort of evangelists, God forbid that 
we should unduly exalt theological seminaries, or 
put a straw in the way of any one who feels called 
to speak for Jesus in public. Our prayer is that the 
Lord will bless his own truth whenever, wherever, 
and by whomsoever proclaimed, and help us all to 
remember that Moody’s power is not in Morocco; and 
that Bagster’s Bibles, desirable as they are, cannot 
compensate with their limp sides and flap edges for 
want of proper culture on the part of those who 
“preach the Word ;” and that “ the worst thing that 
could befall the American churches would be realized 
when the idea should be received by them that re- 
vivals depend upon the presence of this or that man, 
or upon the creation of this or that machinery.” 


WRITTEN REVIEW EXAMINATIONS, 
BY FRANCES J. DYER. 


()'? housekeepers are shy of new cook-books, 

Their most valued recipes are compiled from 
their own experience or that of some intimate friend. 
So there are workers in our Sunday-schools who are 
cautious about trying new methods until endorsed by 
trial elsewhere. 

One of the outgrowths of the International lesson 
system is an increasing demand that the excellencies 
of secular teaching be incorporated into Bible-study. 
Even a superficial observation will show how largely 
the examinations in our public schools are carried on 
by means of writing. Occasionally there comes a 
timid suggestion that a similar plan be adopted in 
our Sabbath-schools; and for the benefit of those who 
doubt its expediency, I will say that the experiment 
has been successfully tried in one school for more 
than a year. 

Of course if there is one general exercise for all, on 
the day of the quarterly review, the plan would be 
wholly impracticable. Neither would I recommend 
it for the infant or the adult classes. But between 
these two extremes there are very many youth who 
are all the week subject to the perfection of drill and 
system in their school life, and I can safely say that 
in them we can find plastic material for this kind of 
building, 

What should we think of a class of boys or girls 
who, at the close of the term, could not tell what 
ground they had gone over in their philosophy, 
whether they had been studying acoustics or the laws 
of gravitation? Yet there are many who would be 
at a loss to state even one incident in each of the 
nineteen chapters of John’s Gospel that we have been 
studying the last five months. Is there not a lack in 
our teaching, if at the end of the year our pupils 
leave this most wonderful portion of God’s Word 
with only a general and confused idea of its contents? 
O teachers, if there has been slackness in your classes 
heretofore, gird yourselves anew for the service, and let 
this December review witness greater thoroughness 
of preparation on your part. 

First, spread the matter before the Lord, remem- 
bering his own words, “‘ Without me ye can do noth- 
ing.” Ask for wisdom to plan and grace to execute. 
Be wise to know and warm to feel the peculiar needs 
of your own class. Then make out a list of simple 
questions, embracing at least one important truth, or 
fact, in each chapter. Let it be something that you 
would have your pupils remember all their life-time. 
After this go carefully over the questions thus pre- 
pared, writing the answers yourself, and see how long 
it takes, leaving a wide margin for the slower writing 
and thought of your scholars. Doubtless you will 
find it impossible to crowd all into the half or three- 
quarters of an hour allotted to the teaching service. 
There must be a thinning out in ycur question ranks, 
ard though, like Gideon’s army, more be stricken out 
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than remain, if you have reserved the power on your 
side, do not mourn the loss of numbers. 

Some one may exclaim, “ But such a plan involves 
so much time!” To be sure it does, and a deal of 
patience and prayer, and perhaps a little discourage- 
ment that only the Lord Jesus will know anything 
about; but it also includes the sweet privilege of 
entering into that “fullness of joy” found in Christ’s 
presence even here upon earth. 

Above all, do not be afraid of being personal. 
Many a child will write an answer that he would 
hesitate to speak before his comrades. The last re- 
view furnished rare opportunity for questions of this 
character. For instance, in the lesson on the new 
birth, the inquiry, ‘Have you been born again?” 
could be judiciously made. Possibly there would be 
a little start of surprise at first, but as you silently 
pray that the Spirit may control their answers, the 
pencils will glide over the paper writing replies that, 
in their turn, will surprise you. Then as the last 
topic, “Christ rej.cted,’ was reached, the scholars 
were better prepared fur such queries as, ‘“ Have you 
rejected Jesus?” ‘ Are you neglecting him?” 

You may think, dear fellow teacher, as you collect 
the papers with the answers carefully numbered, that 
your task is finished. Ah! let me tell you that it 
is but just begun. You have now in your possession 
something to carry to your closet and ponder over. 
Let no eye but your own see those precious bits of 
paper, and tell no one but the Lord Jesus what your 
pupils have written you in confidence. 

It will touch a tender chord in your heart to read 
from some thoughtless girl or fun-loving boy frank 
confessions like the following : 

“T have not accepted Jesus, but I hope I shall.” 
“Tt is hard to say that I have neglected my best 
friend, but I am afraid I have. Dear teacher, pray 
Jor me.” “Tm not a Christian, but I'd be one if the 
other fellows would.” “I'd like to come to your 
house and talk it over like Nicodemus did—may I?” 
“T don’t know what it means to be born again, but 
I want to be different.” Or, from some timid, con- 
scientious little girl, “Ido love Jesus, but I neglect 
him. Don’t you think we all do sometimes ?”’ 

These are not all imaginary cases, but genuine 
expressions from warm, loving hearts, and to every 
teacher who would have his or her zeal quickened in 
this delightful work of training souls for the kingdom 
of heaven, I would say, “ Go thou and do likewise.” 


TEACHERS’ VISITS. 
BY THE REY. ASA BULLARD. 


UCH is said of the importance of teachers visit- 

ing their scholars at their homes, and also visit- 
ing neglected families. The happy results of such 
visits among the neglected is favorably illustrated by 
the following incident: 

A female teacher, while laboring to obtain new 
scholars for the Sabbath-school, visited a house in 
which there was two families, consisting of parents 
and chiidren, and three other adult members. These 
families were extremely uncultivated and heathenish. 
The men had not attended religious worship for four- 
teen years, and none of the other members were in 
the habit of attending. The teacher succeeded in 
getting two little girls, one of nine years of age and 
the other younger, to join the Sabbath-school, After 
six weeks the oldest child was taken sick. Her sickness 
soon became very distressing and dangerous, and she 
requested her parents to send for her teacher. They 
complied with her request, and the teacher came and 
talked and prayed with her. She became so much 
interested in the state of mind exhibited by her 
afflicted pupil that she often repeated her visits and, 
at length, took other teachers with her that they 
might see the work of grace, which she believed God 
was carrying on in the heart of this, till recently, 
neglected child. 

In about three weeks this dear child died, giving 
her teacher and Christian friends as good evidence as 
the circumstances of the case would admit, that she 
died in the Lord. 

During the sickness of this departed one she often 
exhorted her parents and uncle to attend meeting on 
the Sabbath, and no more to take God’s name in 
vain. Her exhortations reached their hearts, and 
the very next Sabbath after her death all the seven 
adults, with the remaining children of those two 
families, were found in the house of God, where they 





continued regularly to attend, and several of them 
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became personally interested in the subject of re- 
ligion, 

Such are some of the happy results, through the 
blessing of God, of that teacher’s visit to that neg- 
lected family. Shall not this incident encourage all 
other teachers to go and do likewise, till there shall 
be no dwelling in the most obscure corner of the 
parish or town where they reside left unvisited ? 
Till no child or youth—if repeated and pressing in- 
vitations and every variety of persuasive argument 
and motive can secure his attendance, or for want of 
suitable clothing or books—shall be found out of the 
sacred inclosure of the Sabbath-school, strolling the 
streets and fields on God’s holy day? Let us remem- 
ber that “they that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmanent; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars forever and ever.” 


DISEASES INCIDENT TO THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL TEKEACHER’S WORK.* 
BY SAMUEL B. POWER, 


: ig know there are many diseases incidental to 

particular trades or business. For example, 
there is the miner’s elbow, a complaint he gets from 
necessarily leaning so much on that joint while at 
work; the housemaid’s knee is a well-known disease, 
a chimney-sweep’s cancer, a painter’s colic, the scriv- 
ener’s palsy, are all incidental to their calling. 

I am not possessed of any medical knowledge, know- 
ing about as much of it as the excellent old lady who 
said she dearly loved flowers, but only knew the true 
botanical names of two, which were “ De/irium tremens 
and Aurora borealis ;” but, taking up a medical book 
the other day and casting my eye down the table of 
contents, and having on my Sunday-school spectacles, 
I thought I recognized many diseases which I and my 
fellow-teachers were liable to contract, and that it 
might be well to be forwarned of their danger. The 
first, and a very common complaint, is 


COLD. 


Not a cold in the head, or on the lungs, but cold in 
the heart. This is sometimes of long standing and 
very difficult to cure. The symptoms are lassitude 
and weariness in the work; all the teacher’s energy 
seems gone; he (or she) has no longer got his heart 
in it. What was once a delight to them is a delight 
no longer. It might be said of them, as St. Paul said 
to the Galatians, “Ye did run well.” If neglected, 
this cold in the heart leads to fatal results, strikes in- 
ward, and probably has a fatal termination, so far as 
the teacher’s teaching is concerned. It is, therefore, 
very important that it should be taken in time and 
nipped in the bud. A good remedy, which I would 
prescribe, is a large dose of reflection. Think over 
what the work you have undertaken is, the probable 
results of that work, what eternal issues may hang 
upon it. Take this dose very strong, and repeat it 
constantly until you feel your heart warming to the 
work again. 

The next complaint I would notice as one to which 
teachers are liable is 

FITS. 

Not of apoplexy, epilepsy, or paralysis, but fits of 
abstraction, partiality, and unpunctuality. Some 
teachers are so ne to fall into fits of abstraction 
that a disorderly, riotous, unruly class is the sure and 
certain effect. This is often caused by the bad 
management or arrangement of the class, the teacher 
sitting in the middle with one-half the children be- 
hind her playing with the wreath of artificial flowers 
hanging down from her bonnet, fingering the fringes 
of her mantle, or talking to the opposite boy behind 
the teacher's back. I saw a teacher in a fit of this 
sort one Sunday last spring. Happening to be visit- 
ing a Sunday-school in the ancient city of York (Eng- 
land), I was given a class to teach. When the time 
came for the closing exercises and we all knelt down, 
I noticed the teacher of the next class to mine so 
absorbed in his devotions with head bent down that he 
did not see all the goings-on of his class. Now this 
teacher had a beautiful head of black, shiny, glossy 
hair, with a white division down the middle straight 
as a garden walk ; the bent head was temptingly near 
one of the boys’ hands; he could not resist just touch- 
ing the garden-walk parting. No notice was taken, 
however, for the teacher was in a fit of abstraction. An- 
other touch, and yet another, until,emboldened by suc- 
cess, he ventured to scratch his teacher’s head. This 
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aroused him, and grasping the boy’s hand he, kept it 
for the remainder of the time. 

Partiality. These fits are very common, and are 
generally produced by a bright scholar; either one 
with a bright eye and winning smile, or one who 
manifests a great interest in the teaching. It often 
happens that the pet scholar tarns out all wrong, and 
then the fit ends in mortification, which we all know 
is a most dangerous symptom. The best remedy, 
dear fellow-teachers, I can recommend for this is to 
consider that each of your scholars has a soul as 
precious in God’s sight as the others, The dull one on 
whom you can make no impression, whose face never 
lights up with a smile, and has a “don’t-care” sort of 
look about him, has a soul, the value of which the 
whole world cannot compare with, and which cost 
the blood of Jesus to redeem, Let your sympathies 
go out toward such an one, and your conscience re- 
mind you of your duty. 

Unpunctuality isanother species of fits to which many 
are liable—either coming late or perhaps not coming at 
all, Taking a class in a strange school one day, I 
asked the question, “ Whose boys are you?” and the 
answer “Oh! we're anybody’s boys,” showed that 
their regular, or rather irregular, teacher, was deeply 
atllicted with this kind of fits. The remedy suggested 
for this is a large dose of fresh interest in the work. 
This remedy requires frequent repetition ; repeat the 
dose every week until cured, and don’t leave it off 
even then. 

Another thing from which teachers suffer is 


DEFECTIVE EYESIGHT, 


Some see too little, others see too much; some 
are short-sighted, others are subject to various optjcal 
delusions. The symptoms of this sort of opthalmia 
are various ; for example, a teacher jumps to the con- 
clusion that a child is converted at the very first 
signs of improvement in conduct, without waiting to 
see that the heart is really touched ; others cannot see 
the characters of their children; or, again, others see 
difliculties and troubles, and magnify mole hills into 
mountains, There are teachers who think they see 
enough in the lesson without the necessity of any 
preparation. When these troubles come, better do as 
Nelson did when he didn’t want to see the signal of 
recall—he put his blind eye toward it and said he 
never saw it. 

INDIGESTION AND WANT OF APPETITE, 


These are very troublesome complaints with which 
teachers are frequently troubled. The cause of these 
is usually an unprepared lesson; and the symptoms 
are a frequent glance at the clock, or a furtive peep 
at your watch, or bringing a story book to fill up the 
time, and sometimes even a yawn of weariness. Now 
manifestly the best, and indeed the only remedy for 
this, is a thoroughly well prepared lesson, one suited 
to the capacities of the class, well chosen illustra- 
tions, suitable anecdotes, manners and customs of the 
period, and geography well explained. Try this and 
see if next Sunday the effect is not marvelous; a 
keener relish for the Sabbath-school will be the result. 

The last complaint I would mention is 


PALPITATION OF THE HEART. 


This is a most common and exceedingly catching 
complaint; indeed few escape without experiencing 
its effects at some period or other of their lives, and 
it terminates generally in what the prayer-book 
calls the solemnization of matrimony. So infectious is 
it that when a male teacher gets it, a female is pretty 
sure to take it also—and vice vers. The symptoms I 
will not attempt to describe. They are too well 
known to render details necessary ; but the remedy 
I venture to describe is, to let it run its course 
and come to a crisis like some kind of fevers. 
So far from proving fatal, it often proves a source 
of additi»nal strength to the school by adding a new 
teacher to its ranks. One of the best teachers I ever 
had, in a large school I superintended, one Sunday 
morning said to the teacher next him, “I wish you 
would mind my class for half an hour.” He then 
went out, ran around the corner to the church where 
his bride was waiting for him, the ceremony was per- 
formed, he ran back to school and finished the lesson ! 
Another teacher, a lady, was at the school-room door 
one Sunday morning waiting the arrival of the lady 
superintendent, who greeted her with a bright “‘ good 
morning, Miss S-—.” The lady blushed, stam- 
mered, and at length said, “Excuse me, I am no 
longer Miss S——; 1 was married yesterday and 
here is my husband whom I have brought with me to 
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take a class.” It is in this way that the palpitation 
of the heart should always end, by adding another to 
the teachers’ ranks; and then all will agree itis a 
matter for congratulation. 

In conclusion, let me seriously ask you in all your 
work as teachers to aim high. Let the glory of God 
be your object in the salvation of the souls of every 
member of your class, and ever seek to fullow the 
example of the great Physician, of whom it is said, 
“ He hath done all things well.” And may he say of 
you hereafter, “ Well done, good and faithful servant.” 


FOUR PRAYERS. 
BY 3. B. LEVERICH. 


( NCE a soldier conflict worn, 
Powder-burnt and bullet-torn 

On a field of carnage lay, 
Waiting death or dawn of day. 
Near were shining in the night 
Golden pieces new and bright,- 
Scattered by a random shot; 

Sut for these he heeded not, 
Only this was heard, the cry 
‘*Give me water, or | die.”’ 


Once from attic, rearing high 
Homes of want against the sky, 
Rose a prayer seldom said 

Save by lips that lack for bread. 

All the honors known to kings, 

All the praised and treasured thins 
Poets write or sculptors carve, 
What are these to men that starve? 
Only this is heard, the cry : 

‘*Give me food, or 1 must die,” 


Musing once in marble hall, — 
Gilded stair and fretted wall, 
Blest of wealth, and all that art 
Yields to comfort human lheart,—- 
Sat aman by care oppressed, 
With chin resting on his breast ; 
Cry of want or debtor's prayer 
Never found a harbor tliere; 
K\vermore met this reply 

‘Give me riches, or I die.” 


Up to churchly battlements 

Once a dweller in the tents 

Of wickedness, with earnest speed, 
Came to tell his greatest need. 
Comrades round him, curious eyed, 
Stubborn will, nor foolish pride, 
None of tliese his tears repressed, 
Stopped the smiting on his breast, 
As alone was heard the cry : 

‘* Give me Jesus, or I die.” 


Of all prayers ever said, 

Craving riches, life, or bread, 
None so quick bring peace to man 
As the cry of publican. 

Hungry souls and lips athirst, 
Av’'rice reared and sin accursed, 
Tears of Christ not long await 
Sinner’s prayer importunate ; 
Ne’er in vain is raised the cry : 

‘* Give me heaven, or I die. 


LOG-CABIN SUNDAY-SCILOULS. 
BY THE REY. L. R. JANES. 


(FNHEY still exist—not in memory alone, but in the 

living present. If my elderly reader, of an 
older section of the country, would like to turn back 
a few pages in his history I invite him, some Saturday 
morning, to take a short trip with me. Here’s a 
horse for you, my friend, firm footed, gentle, and with® 
every desirable gait. Vault into the saddle, and in 
this clear, bracing mountain air you will soon feel 
yourself several years younger. 

Leaving the line of the East Tennessee, Virginia, 
and Georgia Railroad we will plunge into the mountain 
region skirting the eastern boundary of Tennessee. 
Over the roughest kind of roads, through narrow 
valleys, and across sharp knobs, on we go, taking no 
note of time. Saddle pockets filled with rations, and 
the country abounding in hospitality, we have no 
anxiety to reach first-class hote!s. At “sundown” we 
rein up before a plain log-house, and out of respect 
to “Towser,” the watch dog, halloo at the front gate. 
The good man of the house appears; welcomes us to 
his home; the fatted hen is killed, and we are soon 
invited to a sumptuous repast, for which oxygen and 
exercise have well prepared us, We retire early, and 





803 
at ‘“‘sunup,” after again attending to the wants of the 
outer man, and again bowing at the family altar, we 
set forth with the whole family, including many chil- 
dren—a regular cavalcade—for the schoolhouse, some 
miles distant. 

Each horse trained to a very fast walk, we soon 
reach it—a little log structure on a slight eminence, 
in a beautiful grove of stately oaks. We enter, and 
find the simple, unplastered, and unceiled room well 
filled. All ages are represented ; the young child and 
the trembling grandparent, The superintendent, a 
tall, stout-built, rugged, but kindly-looking man, clad 
in coarsest homespun, rises, and at once the whole 
school comes to order. No tap of bell is needed. 
The lesson is read; the same, by the way, that you 
have in your fine Sunday-school rooms; a prayer is 
offered, humble, intelligent, earnest ; one of the world- 
wide Sunday-school hymns is sung, and all proceed 
to the principal business of the school; namely, the 
search of the Holy Scriptures. A more quiet, better 
behaved, and more interesting group can hardly be 
found ; yet they sit on hard, coarse benches, in a dimly 
lighted room, neither having nor expecting the fine 
accessories of first-class schools. 

I have often been asked, in my native New York, 
“ How shall we best interest our Sunday-school 
scholars?” I am more and more convinced that 
there is nothing like the unadulterated Word of God 
to rivet the attention, interest the mind, and move 
the heart. I would not discard any reasonable aid, 
but I would by no means suffer any human device to 
usurp the place of divine truth. 

This superintendent makes his rustic school a 
decided success; and the secret is this: he’is tho- 
roughly in love with the Holy Scriptures, 





UNIFORM LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. N. D, WILLIAMSON. 


] R. RANDOLPH is undoubtedly correct in the 

statement that Mr. B. F. Jaccbs had more to do 
with the successful introduction of National uni- 
formity, than any otber man. But it is also true, 
that if Mr. George G. Lyon had not remained firm in 
his determination that the Uniform lesson system 
should succeed, even after the committee had decided 
that it was not feasible, and had he not used the tele- 
graph. in August, 1871, for that purpose, the intro- 
duction of the system would have been delayed,— 
who can tell how long ? 

After the Indianapolis Convention, on May 3d, 
1872, the writer of this, while in the office of the 

vational Teacher, in Chicago, was requested by Mr. 
Lyon to embody the facts contained in the following 
extract from the Teacher of June, 1872, in an editorial 
article, They were given as Mr, Lyon stated them, 
his preference being for the impersonal form, when 
mentioning the part he had taken in the affair. 


The triumph of the National Uniform Series of Sun- 
day-school Lessons, in the convention at Indianapolis, is 
felt to be a full justification of the course of the proprie- 
tors of The National Teacher since 1866. The pecuniary 


| struggles incident to the attempt to inaugurate and carry 
| outa system of Uniform lessons, for all the Sunday- 


schools that might be disposed to use them, were severe, 
and continued through several years. But success 
crowned the efforts made, and the general popularity of 
the Uniform lesson system, not only relieved these 
pecuniary difficulties, but laid the foundation for the 
present plan of National uniformity more largely than 
all other instrumentalities combined. But there is an- 
other bit of the history of this matter, not generally 
known, which it is due to the publishers of Zhe National 
Teacher to mention. When the Committee of Five met 
in New York, August 8, 1871, they decided that it was 
impossible to agree on any plan of general uniformity, 
and separated. One of the publishers of The Teacher 
remained on the ground, and the second day after, on 
the 10th of August, telegraphed to members of the com- 
mittee who returned, and agreed on the course that is in 
use during this year, and without which the success of 
the Uniform system at Indianapolis would have proba- 
bly been impossible. Thus has The National Teacher 
been used by the Master, to inaugurate and largely carry 
out the grand system of Uniform Bible study, which 
will ere long, we think, hless the whole Christian world. 


Whether Mr. Lyon telegraphed to some or to all 
the members of the committee, he was evidently one 
of the necessary instruments that Giod used to bring 
about the introduction of the Uniform system at 
that time. 

Now let Brother Jacobs and the other members of 
that committee speak. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Pourth Quarter.) 
19.—Jesus and Peter,........- : 15-22, 
26.—The Ministry of Jesus. Review,.......... John 20:31, 
[ First shy 1876.) 
2.—faul Rejected... Pity 


51. Dec. 


. Jan, .-1 Sam, 15: 10-23, 
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2. Jan. 9—David Anointed King... ..1 Sam, 16: 1-13. 
3. Jan, 16.—David and Goliath... thie’ Sam. 17 ; 38-51. 
4. Jan. 23 —David in the Palace... suveeswepuenmpeecssantoos 1 Fam. 18: 1-16. 
5, Jan. 30.—David and Jonathan.................s0008 1 Fam, 20; 85-42, 
6. Feb. 6.—David Sparing Saul..........cccscesseeees 1 Sam, 24: 1-16. 
7. Feb. 18.—Saul and his Sons Slain .................... 1 Sam, 31: 1-6. 
8. Feb, 20 —Davyid Established King..................2 Bam, 5:17-25 
9. Feb, 27.—The Ark brought to Zion............0006. 2 Bam, 6: 1-15. 
10, March 5.—God’s Covenant with David............2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
11, March 12.—Abtalom’s Rebellion... seooee 2 Sam, 15: 1-14, 
12. March 19.—Absalom’'s Death... «2 Sam. 18 : 24-83. 


13, March 26.—Review ; or, a Loewen t be lec ted by the s hool. 


LESSON 1, SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 1876. 
TITLE: Sau. Resecren. 

GOLDEN TEXT: WHEN HE WOULD HAVE IN- 
HERITED THE BLESSING, HE WAS REJECTED.—Heb, 
12:17. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Dec. 27: 1 Bam. 15: 10-23. Saul rejected, 

Tuesday, Dec. 28: 1 €am, 1: 20-28; 2:18-21. Youth of Samuel. 
Wednesday, Dec. 29: 18am.3:1-21. Samuel's vision. 
Thursday, Dec. 30: 1 Sam. 9:1-14. Saul finds Samuel. 

Mriday, Dec. 31: 18am. 9: 15-27; 10:1. Saul’s anointing. 
Saturday, Jan. 1: Prov. 1: 24-83. Whom God rejects. 

Sunday, Jan. 2: Prov. 8:1-18. Whom God accepts. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Samuel 15: 10-23.) 


10. Then came the word of the Lorp unto Samuel, saying, 
11, It repenteth me that I bave tet up Saul fo be king; for he is 


turned back from following me,and hath not performed my. 


commandments. And it grieved Samuel; ard he cried unto the 
Lorp all night. 

12, And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, 
it was told Samucl, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, tehold, he 
sct him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on and gone 
down to Gilgal. 

13. And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul sa’d unto him, Blessed 
be thou of the Lorp; I have performed the commandme:t of the 
LORD. 

14, And Samuel said, What meancth then this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? 

15, And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amale- 
kites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed, 

16. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what 
the Logp hath said to me this night. Atd he said unto him, 
Say on. 

17. And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, 
wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lorp 
anointed thee kipg over Israel? 

18. And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and said, Go, and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they be consumed. 

_ 19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the Lorp, 
but didst fy upon the spoil, and didst evil in the s ght of the 
LorD? 

20, And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice 
of the Lorp, and have gone the way which the Lorp sent me, 
and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites. 

21. But the people took of the spoil, sheep aud oxen, the chief 
of the :hings which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacri- 
fice unto the Lorp thy God in Gilgal. 

22. And Samhel said, Hath the Lorp as g eat delight in burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lorp? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams. 

23. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness 
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 


EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
TO THE TEACHER, 
EAR FRIENDS AND FELLOW-WORKERS. 
Before commencing these lessons for 1876 I desire to 
greet you most heartily in the Lord, and to wish you all 
a happy New-year. May the God of hope not only grant 
you all joy and peace in believing, but make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever ! 

Another year of work for Christ, with all its oppor- 
tunities, has passed and its record is on high. As we re- 
call each successive Sabbath we see very much to deepen 
our humility, and not a little, too, to fill us with gratitude 
and praise, Let our failures, as well as our successes in 
the past, fit us for better work in the future. 

Let us study the blessed Word of God more de- 
youtly and thoroughly, and pray for his Holy Spirit 
more frequently and fervently, that we may be bet- 
ter qualified to feed the lambs of the fold and lead 
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them to the one Shepherd. Seek to be more patient 
and gentle, more kind and considerate, more earnest and 
hopeful in teaching your class. As often as practicable, 
speak privately with each member of it, and pray for 
each of them by name. Be specially careful that in your 
anxiety and solicitude about others you do not neglect 
your own souls. A glowing love to Christ in your own 
hearts will give you great power over the hearts of the 
children. Let them feel and know that you have been 
with Jesus and your words will have power with them. 
May you never have to lament that “they have made me 
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I 
not kept.” 

In preparing this lesson it will be well to review the 
history and character of Saul, his election to the king- 
dom, and the conditions of promised prosperity ; and 
specially to study a portion of chapter 13, where we have 
an account of his first act of public violation of the di- 
vine command, and the first intimation by the prophet 
that his kingdom should not continue (13 : 8-14). 

If provided with a map point out the country of the 
Amalekites and the cities Carmel and Gilgal. Explain 
the use of the phrase, “It repenteth me,” as used by 
God. (See Gen. 6: 6; 2 Sam. 24:16; compared with 
verses 29 and 35, Numb. 23:19, and Mal.3:6.) What 
is meant by “ He set him up a place”? (2 Sam. 18: 18.) 
Probably a pillar, arch, or monument of some kind. 

THE CONNECTION. 


After the coronation of Saul as monarch, at Gilgal, he 
surrounded himself with all the grandeur of a royal 
court, and made successful wars against his enemies. His 
heart seems to have been filled with pride and ambition, 
and he failed to obey the commandments of the Lord. 
He evinced great personal bravery, princely prowess, and 
military skill, and was a tower of strength to his people 
and a terror to his foes; but his faith in God, which was 
ever weak and vacillating, failed him in the time of his 
prosperity and he became vain, haughty, self-willed, 
self-reliant, and disobedient. He received a special com- 
mission from God to go and utterly destroy Amalek, on 
account of their opposition to the children of Israel on 
their way from Egypt (Numb. 17:8). The instructions 
were distinct and clear that nothing was to be spared ; 
notwithstanding Saul spared the king, probably to grace 
his triumph, and much spoil wherewith to reward bis 
soldiers or fill his coffers. On account of this disobedi- 
ence Samuel is sent by the Lord to Saul to rebuke him, 
and the interview between the prophet and the king 
forms the subject of 

THE LESSON. 

It may be regarded as the trial of the king, in which 

he is (1) indicted, (2) examined, (3) condemned. 
1. THE INDICTMENT (10, 11). 

1. Consider who presents it, The Lord, who knew Saul’s 
life and the state of his heart, who had, in his providence, 
“set up Saul to be king,” and who was now about to 
manifest his displeasure by a different treatment of him. 

2. What it is. A very serious charge consisting of two 
counts. 

(a.) Desertion. He is turned back; he is disloyal in 
heart ; he follows not my ways, resists my Spirit, does not 
consult my will, or seek my glory. Having solemnly and 
repeatedly premised to cerve me he is now turned back, 
and no longer asks counsel of me. 

(b.) Disobedience. He hath not performed my com- 
mandments. Not only is his heart estranged from me, 
but his conduct is openly rebellious; he has willfully 
broken my commands. Distrust in the heart leads to 
disobedience in the life. 

3. To whom made. To Samuel the servant of the Lord, 
and the friend of the king. Samuel was strongly attached 
to Saul, and he was deeply grieved when he learned that 
his repeated acts of rebellion against God had brought 
ruin upon him. So painful to the good man was this 
announcement of Saul’s rejection that he spent a whole 
night in sleepless intercession for him. 

Have we turned back from following God? 
restrain prayer for our guidance? Do we knowingly and 
willfully disobey his commands? If we do, God knows 
it and is displeased with us, and unless we repent he will 
cast us off. 


Do we 


NW. THE EXAMINATION (12-21). 

Saul, in the pride of his heart, had erected a monument 
of his victory over the Amalekites, and was returning la- 
den with spoil to Gilgal, the very place where he had 
been crowned, little dreaming of what would befall him 
there. Samuel, being warned of God in his own home at 
Ramah, and having learned that Saul would be in Gilgal 
that day, goes forth early in the morning to meet Saul. 
They met, and surely Saul, conscious of what he had done, 
and remembering what Samuel had announced to him on 
a former occasion, must have been not a little disturbed 
as well as surprised at meeting Samuel at that time and 
place. He betrays both his feelings and his fears in his 


salutation and self-vindication before the prophet had (4 religious. 








uttered a word. The form of address used was common 
among that people. Abraham received it from Melchi- 
zedek, Micah from his mother, and Ruth from Boaz. In 
the present instance, it was merely an expression of cour- 
teous respect, and Saul hastens to declare that he had per- 
formed the mission on which he was sent. Hitherto he 
has been rash and self-willed. Now he is false, and states 
what he knows to be untrue. Now follows the different 
steps of the trial and proofs of Saul’s guilt. 


1. Samuel’s first question. If, as you say, you have exe- 
cuted the command of God in reference to Amalek, what 
meaneth the presence of these flocks and herds? A 
natural and searching question, to which Saul makes a 
reply characterized by meanness, duplicity, and effrontery. 

(a) He confesses that the oxen and sheep were the spoil 
of Amalek. 

(6) He lays the blame upon the people, whom it was 
his duty to restrain, and who dared not act without his 
sanction. 

(c) He professes that they were spared for sacrifice to 
Samuel’s God, a vile piece of hypocrisy. 

(d) He boasts that the rest, that is, the refuse, or less 
valuable, had been utterly destroyed. 
and worthless even if true. 

2. Samuel’s second question. The prophet, satisfied al- 
ready of the guilt and hypocrisy of the king, addresses 
him solemnly, and intimates that he would tell him what 
God had said concerning him. The king, well aware that 
his answer was unsatisfactory, in a sullen spirit of indif- 
ference or desperation said, “Say on.” Thereupon Sam- 
uel recounts all that God had done for him, in raising him 
from an humble private position, and anointing him over 
Israel, and in giving him a special mission to accom- 
plish for the glory of God; and setting aside the flimsy 
apology offered by Saul, asks why he had disobeyed the 
vgjce of the Lord. 

Saul, unmoved by the touching appeal of Samuel, 
again affirms that he had obeyed the Lord, and repeats 
and enlarges his previous excuses, inconsistently admit- 
ting his guilt, while asserting his innocence. There 
were Agag and the spoil, which he confesses should have 
been utterly destroyed, only he aggravates the guilt of 
covetousness by covering it with the garb of piety. The 
spoil was for a sacrifice to the Lord, 30 he said, as if that 
would sufficiently excuse his failure to obey God. More- 
over the sparing of the spoil was not his act, it was that 
of the people, as if he had not been their responsible 
commander. 

The first excuse was hypocritical, as the people and 
king doubtless spared all that was valuable for their own 
use. Even were it sincere, it is based on a wrong prin- 
ciple. The end can never sanctify the means. 

The second excuse was cowardly and mean, laying the 
blame upon those whom he had the right to command 
and the power to control. 

(a) When our sins are called to our remembrance, let 
us humbly confess them, and not seek to palliate or cover 
them with vain and false excuses. 

(6) We must never do evil that good may come; God 
will not accept at our hands the rewards of disobedience. 


itl, THE CONDEMNATION (22, 23). 


Samuel was both pained and offended by the shufiling 
answers and pitiful prevarications of Saul, and he sharply 
rebuked him, with the statement of a most important 
principle, that obedience is better than sacrifice. That 
is, the service which God requires is moral and spiritual, 
not merely outward and formal. Therefore nothing can 
be a substitute for a simple submission to his will. Hence, 
disobedience is the very essence of all sin. It is rebellion 
against God. It is idolatry, the setting up of another 
God. Of this sin Saul, by his own confession and clear 
evidence, was guilty. Therefore, because he had rejected 
the word of the Lord, the Lord had rejected him as king. 
What a fearful sentence—rejected by God. Not more 
than twenty years ago at this same place had he been 
confirmed in the kingdom in the presence of Samuel, 
amid the rejoicings of the nation. With grand oppor- 
tunities, glowing prospects, and high hopes he commenced 
his career; but, alas! his bright morning was soon over- 
clouded, and his dark and troubled day closed in rayless 
gloom. 

Notice here: 

(a.) The guilt and danger of disobedience. Like Saul all 
are naturally disinclined to obey God, and to do some- 
thing different from what he has enjoined. Every act of 
willful disobedience is rebellion against God, and final 
rejection awaits the impenitent. 

(6.) The folly of making excuses for our sins. This only 
greatly aggravates our guilt. Falsehood, hypocrisy, and 


Vain excuses all, 


attempts to lay the blame on others, prove the hardnes 
of our hearts, and brings a heavier condemnation on our 
souls, 

(e.) That great advantages and privileges are often wnavail 
Saul had many, personal and relative, social and 
He was the friend of Samuel, joined the com- 


ing. 
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pany of the prophets, attended the ordinances of religion, 
and was the subject of deep impressions. He was loved 
and honored by men, and greatly distinguished by God. 
Yet he disobeyed God and failed. Improve all your op- 
portunities, for, if neglected, they will only add to your 
reaponibility and guilt, A talent not used is taken away. 
The spirit often quenched and grieved departs. 

(d.) That our duty is a prompt obedience to the known will 
of God. Our own question should ever be: Lord, what wilt 
thou have me todo? Our answer, Here am I, Lord send 
me. Entire submission to the divine will is the only way to 
secure peace and joy and hope, and when we err our first 
duty is to make a full confession, that we may obtain a 
free forgiveness, and a restoration to the path of obedience 
and to the power of God. 

‘Simple rule and safest guiding, 
Inward peace and inward light. 
Star upon our path abiding, 
Trust in God and do the right!" 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 
bees TO: 


Ama'ek: Ex 17: 8-16. 
Feared not God: Deut. 25: 17-19. 


Command to Saul: 1 Sam. 15: 1-9. > 


Disobedience: 1 Sam. 15: 9-11. 
Achan: Joshua 6: 17-19; 7: 1-26 
Detection Sure: Num. 32: 23. 
Saul Rejected : 1 Sam. 15: 24-31. 
Obey : Mark 12: 32, 33. 

WHAT TO TEACH. 

Our lessons are again historical; each one must be in 
some degree narrative in form, and some connecting his- 
tory given. Therefore latitude must be allowed the 
primary teachers what to present; but with the story we 
should so blend the practical lessons that both may be 
inseparably fixed in the memory. 


HOW TO TEACH. 

This requires a longer answer than could be given in 
the brief preface to the New-year lesson. Every ear- 
nest teacher knows some of the requisites, such as prayer- 
ful, studious thought, unceasing care and ingenuity. For 
work in the class, two words express much that cannot be 
too often remembered and practised—repeat and question. 

One of the secrets of success in teaching was revealed 
to the prophet Isaiah, and thus left to us. “For precept 
must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon 
line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little.” 

THE NEW-YEAR LESSON. 

What to give to-day is indicated by the Scripture 
references preceding, for Scripture must be the only basis 
of all we attempt to teach. Sometimes begin with the 
narrative, sometimes with the practical lessons, some- 
times using a few prominent words from the selected 
verses for the blackboard, and cluster around them 
thoughts to be remembered. Variety of method is one 
of the “ rivets” to attention and memory. 

What do you hear with? Print EAR on the black- 
board. Who made the ear? There is a great deal in 
the Bible about hearing. Jesus said this one verse eight 
times. John loved Jesus so much and grew so much 
like him, that when he was an old man, on a lonely 
island, he wrote almost the same words just as many 
times over: “ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Let the children repeat, lifting their hands to their 
ears—a little thing, but a motion in unison has a real 
charm for a class of little ones. 

Perhaps if you ask, some child can tell the last mira- 
cle of Jesus in the garden just before his hands were 
bound; if not, tell it to them. What are all those to do 
who have eara? (Add an H on blackboard.) Suppose 
they hear and then forget, is that any good? Jesus said, 
“ Hear the word of God and do it.” 

Here are two words which if you remember and do 
them you will have a really happy New-year. Write 
OBEY. But those who will not hear and obey will be like 
the king in our story; this sad word tells what God did 
tohim. Write REJECTED. 

By some brief questions recall parts of the lesson upon 
Jesus the King. Can any one remember the name of the 
little boy whose praying mother gave him to God, and who 
lived in the temple? What people were they to whom 
God gave the land of Canaan? He had guided and 
led them, but whom did they want to have to rule over 
them, to wear a crown and ride in a chariot and fight their 
battles? God said they might have a king, but Samuel 
told them they had rejected God. What does rejected 
mean? Who was rejected in Jerusalem by the high 
priests and elders? The Jews were pleased that God let 
them have a king. Saul wore a crown and had a sharp, 
shining spear, and a handsome coat of mail, and went 
with them to fight, and they all shouted, “ God save the 
king.” Did God rule over them still? Could they get 
away from his sight? 
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There were some wicked, cruel people named Amale- 
kites, whom God wanted to have destroyed. Will he de- 
stroy all the wicked? That nation had often fought 
against the Jews, and God said they should be utterly 
destroyed. Samuel was now an old man, a prophet of 
God. He went to the king and said, “ Saul, hear, this is 
what God says you are to do; hear and obey. Go and 
fight against Amalek, kill every one from their king 
Agag to the sheep and lambs in their fields.” Saul sent 
for his soldiers. He got ready for war two hundred and 
ten thousand soldiers. Did Saul hear? 

They destroyed the cities, fought with their swords and 
spears, and killed all the people; but Saul was proud ; he 
thought it would be a grand thing to have a real king 
that he had conquered in his prison; so he took Agag 
back with him, probably in chains. Then Saul wanted 
to be rich; he saw great herds and flocks of fat oxen and 
sheep and lambs, and wanted to have them for his own. 
So he told the people to kill the pbor and lame and old 
among the flocks, and the best of them he had driven 
home. Did he obey? Did it do him any good to hear? 
Was God watching him? How does your mother feel 
when you have done wrong? Isn’t she grieved? So 
Samuel was. God told him all about it, and the sad old 
man wept and prayed all night. The next morning he 
rose up early and went to find Saul. Saul did not know 
what God had told the prophet ; he met him with pleas- 
ant words, and said, “I have performed the command- 
ment of the Lord.” Had he? 

The poor, innocent animals proved his word was false, 
for Samuel asked, “ What meaneth then this bleating of 
the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which 
Ihear?” Saul tried to make an excuse; he said, “The 
people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
sacrifice to the Lord thy God.” Samuel reminded Saul 
how God had taken care of him, had made him king, 
helped him to conquer his enemies, and asked, “ Why 
did you not obey?” Saul tried once more to deny his 
sin and blame it on the people. He said again, “I have 
obeyed the Lord, have conquered the king, and utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites; but the people took of the 
sheep and oxen to sacrifice unto the Lord.” 

Does God want sacrifice when the heart is full of sin? 
Would he accept offerings from Saul when he did not 
obey? Could his heart praise God with falsehood on his 
lips? Whose two sons were those who were in the taber- 
nacle as priests when Samuel was a child? What hap- 
pened to them when the ark of God was taken? Don’t 
you think Samuel remembered them when he told Saul 
what we are to remember? “To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 

Do you remember at the battle of Ai, when God had 
said all that was taken should be for him, what man dis- 
obeyed? What did he take? How punished? Saul had 
forgotten him, or he would have been afraid to disobey 
God. He had forgotten that Moses said (have it repeated), 
“ Besure your sin will find you out.” Saul rejected the word 
of the Lord, and Samuel told him the Lord had rejected 
him from being king. Saul was sorry then—not sorry 
while he was a proud king with soldiers, prisoners, and 
flocks, but sorry when he found he was in trouble. Then 
he said, “I have sinned ;’ he owned the truth—“I have 
broken the commandment of the Lord, because I feared 
the people.” It was in sorrow, not in anger, Samuel 
said again, “Thou hast rejected the word of the Lord and 
the Lord hath rejected thee from being king.” Too late 
Saul said, “ Pardon my sin and pray to God with me.” 

Samuel turned to go away when Saul took hold of his 
cloak to hold him and it tore in his hand. By that torn 
cloak Samuel told him again that the kingdom should be 
torn from his hand and given to another. Our Golden Text 
tells us again what shall be done to all who will not hear 
and obey. What is it? 

’ God’s word is sure. His will shall be done. Samuel 
sent for King Agag and killed him with the sword. Then 
he left Saul and never came to see him again. Samuel 
mourned for Saul’s sin. Saul, who would not hear and 
obey, was rejected. 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


W.UL. It repenteth me . . . And the Lord repented that he had 
made Saul king over Israel, 1 Sam. 16:35 . . . Then I will repent 
of the good wherewith I said I would benefit them, Jer. 18:10... 
And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, 


and it grieved him at his heart, Gen. 6:6 . , . The Lord repented 
him of the evil, 2 Sam. 24 : 16. 
He ts turned back . . . If ye shall at all turn from following me, 


1 Kings 9:6... What trespass is this that ye have committed 
against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following 
the Lord? Josh. 22: 16. 

Hath not performed my commandments . . . Thou hast not kept 
the commandment of the Lord thy God, 1 Sam. 13:18... Now 
go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, 1 
Sam. 15:3... But Saul and the people spared Agag and the 
best of the sheep, 1 Sam. 15: 9. 
~ It grieved Samuel... And the Lord said unto Samuel, How 
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, 1 Sam. 16:1... Get thee up; 
wherefore liest thou upon thy face? Josh. 7:10. 
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V. 12. He set him up «place. . . Now Absalom in his life-time 
had taken and reared up for himself a pil’ar which is in the 
king's dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my name in re- 
membrance: and he called the pillar after his own name: and 
it is called unto this day, Absalom’s place, 2 Sam. 18 : 18. 


Gone down to Gilgal . . . Then said Samuel to the people, Come 
and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. And all 
the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Sau! king before 
the Lord in Gilgal, 1 Sam. 11: 14, 1b. 

VW. 18. Blessed be thou... And he blessed him, and said, 
Blessed be Abram of the most high God, Gen. 14: 19, 


WV. 15. The people spared the best .. . And the man said, The 
woman whom thou gave%t to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat, Gen. 3:12... But Saul and the people 
spared Agag, and the best,1 Sam. 15:9... But the people took 
of the spoil, 1 Sam. 15; 21. 

W. 17. When thou wast fittie .. . And Saul answered and said, 
Am not Ia Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and 
my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? 
wherefore then spsakest thou so tome? 1Sam.9: 21... Behold 
he hath hid himself among the stuff, 1 Sam. 10; 22. 

V.18. Utterly destroy the sinners . . . The men of Sodom were 
wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly, Gen. 13: 13. 





... The soul that sinneth it shall die, Ezek. 18:4... He will 
miserably destroy those wicked men, Matt. 21 : 41. 

WV. 20. I have obeyed the voice of the Lord . . . The perverseness 
of transgressors shall destroy them, Prov. 11:3... The mouth of 
them that speak lies shall be stopped, Psa. 63:11... He that 
speaketh lies sha'l perish, Prov. 19; 9. 

W. 22. To obey is beller ... To do justice and judgment is 
more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice, Prov. 21.3... What 


doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and tolovemercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God, Micah 6:8 . . . To what pur- 
pose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? Isa.1: 11... 
Be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools, Ecc!. 
5:1... For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice, Hos.6:6... 
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleas- 
ure, Heb. 10:6... Leave “there thy gift before the altar, Matt. 
5:24. 

WV. 23. Rebellion . . . Thou salt die, because thou hast taught 
rebellion against the Lord, Jer. 28:16... Neither shall he be- 
hold the good that I will do for my people, saith the Lord; be- 
cause he hath taught rebellion agiinst the Lord, Jer. 29:32... 
And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious gen- 
eration, Psa. 78: 8. 

Witcheraft. Thou shalt notsuffsra witch tolive,Ex.22:18.. 
But the fearfu', and unbelieving, and the abominable, and mur- 
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and ido!aters,and al! 
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second death, Rey. 21: 8. 


Rejected thee from being king .. . But now thy kingdom sha’! 
not continue, 1Sam.13: 14... The Lord hath rent the kingdom 
of Israel from thee this day, 1 Sam. 15: 28 . . . For the Lord hath 
rent the kingdom out of thine hand, 1 Sam. 28 : 17. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


1 SAMUEL 15: 11.—It repenteth me.—The repentance 
here spoken of is in accomfiodation to our language, 
speaking after the manner of men.— Hawker. 


God’s repentance is not a change of his will, but of his 
work.— Trapp. 


A change effected in one of two objects having a cer- 
tain relation to each other, may have the same practical 
result as if it had taken place in the other.— Whately. 


God, in order to address himself impressively to 11:, 


frequently personates a creature, or speaks to us after the 
manner of men.— Andrew Fuller, 


12. “ Set him up a place””—Not to God’s honor but to 
himself; to his own praise.— Pvol. 


13. I have performed.—Men who, before any challenge 
is made, are so quick and vehement to assert their inno- 
cence, go some length thereby to prove their guilt.— 
Hanna. 


15. “ The people spared,” etc.—There is something tho- 
roughly mean in the attempt to shift the responsibility 
from his own shoulders to those of the people.—Speaker’s 
Commentary. 


Sin is a brat that nobody cares to have laid at their 
doors.— Henry. 


16. “ What the Lord hath said to me.”—It is a treach- 
erous flattery to soothe men up in their sins and to sew 
pillows under their elbows.— Trapp. 


18. “ The sinners :” as though God would justify his 
commission to destroy the Amalekites.—Speaker's Com- 
mentary. 


© 19. “ Didst fly upon the + elite destination of the 
spoil to the altar was a flimsy pretext, an attempt to 
conceal selfishness under the cloak of religious zeal.— 


Jamieson-Fausset-Brown. 


21. “ The Lord thy God.’’—Sin is crafty and never 
wanted a cloak wherewith to hide and deck itself.— 
J. Hall. 


22. “ Hath the Lord,” etc.—Samuel’s words rise far 
above the special occasion, and contain the key-note of 
the long remonstrance of the prophets inst an exag- 
gerated estimate of ceremonial above obedience.—-Stanley. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


OVING ACTS REPENTED OF.—A father sends 
his son away from home to an excellent school. The 
boy goes sadly astray. The father is grieved that he 
sent his son there; not because the sending was wrong, 
but because by the boy’s misconduct it has resulted only 
in evil. A mother permits her child to walk by the 
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river bank, on his promise not to enter the water. He 
disobeys, ventures beyond his depth and is drowned, It 
repents her that she allowed him to enjoy any liberty of 
action, becanse through his disobedience he was dee- 


troyed. The grief is over the consequences of love 
abused. 
SELF REARED MONUMENTS OF LITTLE WORTH.—The 


men most apt to build monuments in their own honor 
are those for whom posterity will not build them. If 
Saul had been Jess anxious to glorify his own name he 
might have glorified God and had a good name without 
seeking it. The less a politician, or a railroad or steam- 
poat king cares for the public good the more prominent 
he wants his name, and the more portraits of himself he 
is willing to have paid for. It is while corporation 
rogues are robbing the treasury that they have hotels and 
clubs assume their names, and gee to it that services of 
plate are presented to them ostentatiously. 


SACRIFICE OFTEN PUT FIRst.—Men have built 
churches with part of their ill-gotten gains, in the belief 
that God would be so pleased with the new house of 
worship that he would forget or overlook their lives of 
sin. Many adollar has been paid to religious charities 
with the idea that somehow the gift atoned for the wrong 
doing of the giver. Some who are profane or dishonest 
or bad tempered all the week are regular in church 
attendance on Sunday, with more than half the thought 
that they stand approved of God because they openly 
worship him before men. Brigands in Italy are careful 
to pray to the Virgin before setting out on an expedition 
for robbery. Hindoo robbers offer sacrifice to their gods 
before committing murder. 


OBEDIENCE IS BEST.—If a boy who was told to go to 
school, played truant, would it make matters straight if 
he brought home to his mother at night all the nuts he 
had gathered, or the fish he had caught during the day, 
while he was disobeying her? There are two children 
at home. One is always obedient. The other refuses to 
do as she is commanded, but offers candy and nuts and 
toys to her mother without stint. Which best pleaves the 
mother ? 


HALF OBEDIENCE NOT ENOUGH.—A mother asks her 
danghter to hand her a glass of cool water. The daughter 
brings an empty glass. Does that obedience amount to 
anything? A sick father sends his son to call a physi- 
cian. The boy goes to the physician’s house and returns 
without summoning the desired aid. Can he claim to 
have done as he was commanded? When a soldier is 
assigned to guard duty he is fot obedient if he leaves his 
post before he is regularly relieved. Obedience that is 
not exact and complete obedience is no obedience. 


THE BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE. ALLITERATIVE EPITOME. 


ivine repentance. amuel 
istress of Samuel. ent to 
aul. The 
in of 
aul. He 


isobedien:e of king 
eserved rebuke. 
enial by Saul. 








enunciation by Samuel. eeks to 
ethronement roretold. hield his 
oom declared. in. He 
ays the 
y same ate ‘ poil is for 
FACTS CONCERNING SAUL. a a= yg 
was S-tubborn amuel 
' hows him that 
H was _—a ervice is better than 
¥ B acrifice 
L.-ost his crown. 














aul is rejected 


BY CHARLES T, KISSAM, 
SUGGESTIVE OUTLINES. 
S-OVEREIGN’S DISOBEDIENCE 
A-NGER OF THE LORD 


U-NALTEKABLE DECREE, 
I.-OsT KINGDOM. 


THE 


ISPLEASED GOD. 
A ISRESPECTFUL SOVEREIGN. 
ETHRONED KING. 


SELF-WILLED OBEDIENCE. 
BY THE REY. A, J. GORDON, 
AUL’S obedience is a perfect type of much that 
passes current nowadays for Christian obedience. 
He obeyed God in the substance of his requirements, 
but not in the particulars, And this doing of God’s 
will in a self-willed way is so grievous a sin that it 
may be a question whether it were not almost better 
that one should not do it at all—whether, that is, an 
unwilling and thoughtless disobedience may not be a 
lesser sin than a deliberately willful obedience. 
Archbishop Whately says that many a Christian 
professes a perfect readiness to follow the will of God 
when really he only follows it as the driver does his 
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horse—drawn by it indeed, but holding the reins 
tightly in his own hands all the time, and compelling 
it to go in hisown way. How much of “ will-worship” 
there is in the service of men to-day: the obedience 
of an unsubmisrsive heart; the stout unwillingness to 
follow the Lord exactly and explicitly, while profess- 
ing and intending really to serve him. “I have per- 
formed the commandment of God,” said Saul. Yes; 
but in his own way! He allowed his fancied wisdom 
to modify the details of the divine requirement ; just 
as Christians nowadays will let their views of expe- 
diency bend their obedience to their Master's require- 
ments till their obedience becomes naturally disobe- 
dience. 

One person proposes fo believe on Christ, but not 
to confess him, since in his opinion circumstances im- 
pose secrecy on his disciples for the present at least. 
And so he deliberately undertakes to maintain a 
clandestine and unprofessed faith in Jesus Christ, in 
spite of the explicit words, “If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thy 
heart,” etc. Another person stands aloof from 
ordinances of God’s church, which he admits are 
plainly enjoined, because forsooth having rendered a 
spiritual obedience, forms are counted needless. “I 
have obeyed in spirit,” is the plea, “ though not in the 
letter. I do not feel the need of any forms in my reli- 
gion, and think I can really serve God better without 
them, and so I omit them. The letter killeth, you know, 
it is the Spirit that giveth life.” And therefore he kills 
the letter, ignores all ordinances, and counts them 
among the non-essentials of Christianity. 

Blessed is the man who in his dealing with God 
knows no such thing as non-essentials; who turns aside 
from no smallest detail of God’s commandment, 
however needless and even inexpedient it may seem. 
No discount from strict obedience can bring any real 
profit to godliness, however we may be tempted to 
make it. If I could heal the sick, or raise the dead, 
by turning asice from some little item in God’s re- 
quirement, L ought not to do it. “I had rather obey,” 
says Martin Luther, “than to work miracles,” 


SAUL AND THE AMALEKITES. 
BY HENRY J. VAN LENNEP, D D. 
HE Amalekites occupied the territory south and 
southwest of Palestine, and living partly in 
cities and partly in tents, they roamed over the whole 
Sinaitic Peninsula. They thus became the earliest 
foes of the Israelites during the Exodus, and strove 
to drive them back into Egypt (Ex. 17:8). And 
since the Hebrews had settled in Canaan their hordes 
were ever hanging about its southern border, and 
often spreading “‘ like locusts” over the land, and de- 
vouring or carrying off the crops (Judg. 7:12). This 
very thing is still done in the same land by the 
Bedowy Arabs of the desert, who thus reduce the 
defenceless inhabitants to beggary and starvation. 

The Hebrews had contented themselves with taking 
possession of most of the land of promise, but had 
neglected the divine command to destroy all the 
former inhabitants, Providence reserved this task 
for the two first kings, Saul and David. 

Saul had already obtained a partial victory over 
the Philistines, exciting thereby the hopes of his op- 
pressed people. God now commanded him to make 
a grand raid against the Amalekites, and by their 
utter extermination to remove forever this source of 
danger. Saul thereupon sent forth his runners, now 
called Shatirs, who always go on foot, carrying a 
little bell as a warning for people to get out of the 
way. They often travel all day at the rate of nine 
miles an hour, so that even Dan could be reached in 
eighteen hours from either Gilgal or Gibeah, whence 
Saul sent them forth. 

About 240,000 men, all on foot, answered to the 
summons, So vast a gathering is an easy matter in 
the East: no commissariat is needed; the expedition 
would be short, and doubtless occurred between the 
early and the later harvests, when the people have 
least to do, They each carried his provisions for 
several days, dried figs, raisins, or cheese, and a little 
flour, in his little satchel made of an entire lamb- 
skin, and fastened behind his back. They were armed 
with spears of hardened wood, bows and arrows, or 
s'ings, and depended for their livelihood chiefly on 
the booty to be gathered under their hopeful king. 
The consequences of the system had been seen shortly 
before (ch. 14: 32-34) when the hungry soldiers fell 
upon “ the sheep, oxen, and calves,” and ate the raw 
flesh, which they cut away from the living animals, 





[Vol. XVII., No. 51. 


according to the barbarous heathen custom still prac- 
tised in Abyssinia, 

These soldiers were simple militia, used to fighting 
from their childhood. There was no military dis- 
cipline, nor military tactics in those days; every man 
fought on his own account as now, and personal 
prowess usually prevailed. The number of men who 
turned out depended upon the popularity of the 
undertaking. 

Saul had appointed Telaim as the rendezvous of the 
troops ; the spot has not been identified, but is sup- 
posed to lie near the southern border of Judah. The 
Greek version, the oldest ever made, has Gilgal in- 
stead of Telaim, which is probably correct; for it was 
the place of the former gathering (ch. 13: 4), was 
better fitted for a secret expedition like the present 
than a place upon the immediate border; and thither 
again Israel returned after the successful raid. 

The first aggressive movement of the Hebrews 
brought them within the enemy’s territory. They 
stole into a valley near an unnamed Amalekite city, 
and came on a summer night upon a Kenite encamp- 
ment. Now these were friends. Jethro, Moses’ 
father-in-law, was a Kenite, and the tribe had been 
faithful to God’s people throughout their long desert 
wanderings, had gone with them into the land of 
promise (Num. 24: 21, 22), and at a later period 
were inscribed upon the genealogical tablets of the 
tribe of Judah (1 Chron. 2: 55). Instead of set- 
tling down like thetwelve tribes, however, they main- 
tained their nomadic habits, and like the Bedowy 
Arabs, the Turkmens, and the Koords of the pre- 
sent day, they had their winter and summer resorts, 
and their lines of travel, chiefly occupying the desert 
of Judah, but going sometimes as far as Mount Carmel, 
where Sisera fell by the hand of a Kenite’ woman. 
The tribe may perhaps be identical with the modern 
Beni- Kain. 

Saul warned the Kenites to move out of the way, 
lest his marauding bands should mistake them for 
enemies. Then, suddenly showing his men, he drove 
the Amalekites like sheep before him from Havilah 
to Shur, districts extending to the Western Sea and 
the River of Egypt. 

On their return they stopped at Carmel. Now 
most people, on reading this familiar word, imagine 
that somehow the Jewish army wandered way off north 
to Mount Carmel, rendered famous at a later period 
by Elijah’s great miracle. But this is not so, Our 
narrative alludes to the ‘own of Carmel, situated 
about ten miles to the south of Hebron (Josh. 15: 55). 
The neighborhood of this place was the scene of 
what occurred between David, Nabal and his wife 
Abigail (1 Sam. 25 : 2-12). In this region the future 
king of Israel wandered about as captain of a band 
of outlaws. Carmel must have been an important 
city, if we may judge from its present extensive ruins; 
for there is a building 156 feet long, a large pool or 
tank 117 feet by 74, and a castle with walls 10 feet 
thick. Some of these works appear to date from the 
age of Herod the Great, while others are Saracenic; 
and history records that King Amalrich here sus- 
tained a siege against the great Sultan Saladin. At 
this place Saul gathered his victorious hosts, laden 
with the spoils of the Amalekites. The surrounding 
plain resounded with the bleating of sheep and the 
bellowing of cattle. Saul was elated and proud of 
his achievement. His people would now believe in 
him, for he had all but annihilated the long dreaded 
“princes,” the Amalekites, whose last remnant was 
exterminated under Hezekiah by “500 men of Simeon” 
in Mount Seir (1 Chron. 4: 42, 43). Saul wishea to 
commemorate the fortunate event and his own glory, 
and the hosts about him were willing tools. So he raised 
a monument, a pile of heavy stones, a pyramid per- 
haps, like Absalom’s “in the King’s dale,” under the 
walls of Jerusalem. The latter is called a “pillar” 
in our version, but in both cases the original is “he 
set up a hand” (2Sam,. 18: 18). Both structures were 
commemorative, and this one corresponds in purpose 
to the well known monuments at the mouth of the 
Dog River, near Beyroot—Egyptian, Assyrian, Ro- 
man, and Turkish—and in form to the Kaim Hurmul 
in Ccele-Syria. Or it may have been similar to the 
numerous sfeles found in Egypt, which consist of a 
slab with an inscription set upright. The monument 
perished long ago, as did Saul’s glory, and his massa- 
cre of the Amalekites is now remembered only as the 
first step in his downfall. 

After refreshing his troops, and sending some of 
them home by a shorter road, the king “ went down” 
(v. 12) to Gilgal, situated in the plain of the Jordan, 
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near the head of the Dead Sea. There was another 
Gilgal near Shiloh, but it lay on the line of the high- 
lands, and at the same elevation as Carmel. And 
now Samuel found him and administered a rebuke, 
which he felt only as dishonoring him before the eyes 
of his people (1 Sam, 15 : 30). 

In verse 32, Agag is described as having concluded 
that he was not to die; and the words of our version 
are, “ Agag came delicately; and said, Surely the bit- 
terness of death is passed.” The old Greek version 
has it “without fear,” and the French “ gatement,” 
“with a light heart.” Either of these two renders the 
thought better than our own translation. 

Our minds revolt at the idea of the terrible mas- 
sacres of which we sometimes read in the Old Testa- 
ment history. They-can evidently be justified only 
when commanded by him who is the Judge of all the 
earth, and who can, and often does, execute his decrees 
by means of pestilence or famine instead of the sword. 
Saul, by preserving the best of the enemy’s posses- 
sions, used the divine punishment as an opportunity 
for national revenge and personal advantage. But 
we must also bear in mind that, in the East, religious 
wars such as this have always been wars of extermi- 
nation. 


CARMEL AND GILGAL. 
BY THE REV, W. L. GAGE. 


HE reader is cautioned at the outset against the 

natural error of confounding the Carmel of this 
lesson with Mt, Carmel, the well-known ridge of hills. 
The Carmel of the lesson is a town, about ten miles 
southeast of Hebron, being the old name slightly 
changed into Kurmul, but pronounced so as to sound 
almost exactly like Carmel. Saul had already pur- 
sued the Amalekites down to the great wilderness, 
between Palestine and Egypt, and it was not a great 
way from there that Carmel was, as may be seen on 
any map. 

Carmel is now a place of ruins; a town of con- 
siderable pretensions marks the spot, and also several 
dilapidated houses, built along and around the cir- 
cular end of a small valley. Near this place may be 

“seen the ruins of the ancient Maon and Ziph, now 
called Maan and Zif. 

Oae of the undesigned confirmatories of the nar- 
rative, is the expression down to Gilgal. For the 
place lay in the valley of the Jordan, and the road 
from this elevated hill-country of Judea was a steep 
grade down to the Jordan plain, about 3,000 feet 
below the level of the sea. The Bible always keeps 
in view such points as this, and is always scrupulously 
accurate. 

One and a half-miles east of modern Jericho, 
Er Riba, a miserable village of degraded Arabs, is a 
solitary tamarisk tree, near which is a capacious cis- 
tern, known as the Pool of Jiljilaeh or Gilgal. 
Through this tract there flows a stream which would 
have supplied a large camp with water; and close by 
are a number of small heaps bearing the name Tal- 
layat Jiljilaech, or Mounds of Gilgal. In them a 
most interesting Hebrew name is perpetuated. No 
search has yet brought to light the twelve stones 
which were brought up from the Jordan and made a 
memorial of the crossing; yet it is possible that the 
mounds just mentioned contain these ancient re- 
cords, Gilgal was thought by the Crusaders to have 
been at Ain Hajlah, some distance further south. 
And it is true that the existence of the spring nearer 
the Jordan than that of Elisha and the others a few 
miles north of it, is in favor of that theory. Yet the 
location indicated by the discovery of the pool and the 
mounds above mentioned, bearing the name of Gil- 
gal, is of course a strong reason for thinking that 
thereabout was the sacred camping ground of the 
Hebrews for so many generations. 

Robinson failed to find the site of Gilgal, although 
he heard that the name Jiljilaeh existed in the neigh- 
borhoed. It was reserved for the Palestine Explor- 
ing Society to complete the discovery, and to find in 
the locality east of Er Riha the name still clinging 
to the cistern and the mounds, And the discovery 
coincides with Josephus’s account quite closely, that 
Gilgal “ was on the east border of Jericho, ten stadia 
from that city and fifty from the Jordan.” I need not 
say that the discovery of the ancient stones would be 
one of the most interesting of all possible discoveries 
in Palestine, and it is perhaps right to say that so 
cool headed a man as Lieut. Cruder, the head of the 
exploring party, thinks that they may be found 
within the mounds of Jiljilaeh, 


from the pews on Sunday morning. 
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CHILDREN AT PREACHING. 


‘J, H. Vineent, D. D., in The Christian Advoeate.] 


Mose my earliest childhood I have been a regular 
attendant upon the public service of the sanctu- 
ary upon the Sabbath. I began so early that I have 
now no recollection of the first time I went to 
“church.” In the region of country where most of 
my childhood was passed it was so common for chil- 
dren of Christian parents to attend preaching that I 
took it to be a matter of course. In my own family 
I have but one child. I led him to church before he 
was two years old, Ever since he was two and a half 
years he has been a regu/ar occupant of my pew. He 
has no more idea now of omitting the regular church 
service than he has of going without his breakfast. 
That is a matter long ago settled with him. He does 
not delight in it. He sometimes feels it to be a 
burden. But his preferences do not determine his 
action in this particular. Why should they? Pardon 
my continued allusions to myself as I add that I sel- 
dom ever deliver a public address that I do not al- 
lude to the importance of the family as a school of 
religion, and to the indispensableness of the atten- 
dance of children upon preaching. I give the sanctu- 
ary the pre-eminence among the public and social 
religious agencies of the church. So much for my 
personal experience, practice, and theory in reference 
to this subject. 

I have noticed with some interest the discussions 
which, in conventions and in the columns of the re- 
ligious papers, have attempted to state the causes of 
the neglect of the church by the children of the pre- 
sent age. 

I cannot suppose that any one will attribute the 
present neglect to the failure of the secular schools 
to emphasize and insist upon the regular attendance 
of their pupils upon Sunday preaching. I know, in- 
deed, that once it was customary on Monday morn- 
ing to ask for some report of the preceding day, as to 
the church attended, the text, etc., but that was be- 
fore the time of the utterly secular public school. I 
know that the discipline of a great many select 
schools and seminaries to-day requires the attendance 
of the pupils at some preaching service on Sabbath. 
At the Monday morning chapel prayers the question 
is asked, “ Who neglected to go to the church yester- 
day?” and “What is the excuse?” If we could 
make attendance at preaching a part of the system 
of our secular schools there would be far less neglect. 
Shall we insist upon it? 

Will any one urge the heavy intellectual effort re- 
quired by our system of secular education as a reason 
why the children do not, and should not be expected 
to be at church every Sunday morning? Five or six 
hours a day for five days in the week do make a 
heavy draught upon the physical and intellectual 
energies of the young folks. They need some relaxa- 
tion. They must not be over-worked. Shall we not 
let up a little on Sabbath, and give them some liberty 
and rest ? 

Can any one say that the strain upon the older 

eople of the family during the week justifies them 
in requiring their children to stay at home on Sun- 
day to look after the dinner and the little children, 
while their seniors enjoy the privilege of the public 
service? Is it the fair exchange of intellectual and 
social duties and advantages? 

Now, J do not attribute the non-attendance of 
children at church to the public school, to the lack 
of a wise supervising discipline which would include 
the Sabbath in the scheme of the public school, to 
the excess of intellectual effort required five days in 
the week, nor to the demand of the kitchen and nur- 
sery on the Sabbath, Indeed, I do not lay the bur- 
den of responsibility at the door of any institution, 
social or religious, which is doing its own legitimate 
work. It is not in the excess of agencies that we 
find the difficulty, but in certain old and divine in- 
stitutions which are neglecting their duty in the 
matter. 

The principal fault lies with parents themselves. 
There is too little home discipline of any sort nowa- 
days. A child who does not want to go to church is 
permitted to stay at home without any good reason. 
He “ does not want to go,” he “ does not see the use,” 
he “ will not go.” And so parents allow their chile 
dren to do as they please. Not, indeed, in reference 
to the public school are they permitted to choose for 
themselves. To that they must go, whether they wish 
to or not, Andso they go. Parents are not afraid to 
prejudice their children in regard to secular studies, 
but when the attendance at preaching is in question 
there is no parental authority—or, at least, there is 
the largest degree of laxity. Now, I assert that 
parents are responsible for the absence of the children 
he pews Let a man resolve 
that his family sha// be at church, and they will be 
there. My father, an active worker in the church 
—trustee, class-leader, superintendent—always took 
his children with him. They never thought of ne- 
glecting any one of the church services with which 
they were connected. 

It is not merely authority that is needed at home, 
but an appeal to the child’s conscience. Let a boy ex- 
disinclination to attend service ; show him that 

e owes all that he has to his heavenly Father; 
show him the propriety of keeping up the public re- 
cognition of God; show him the divine commands 
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which call us to the house of God. In ninety-nine 
cases out of one hundred the boy will see the duty in 
a clear light, and his conscience will take him to the 
sanctuary. 

The pu/pit itself is not without fault. Do our minis- 
ters always make the service of the church interesting 
and instructive tothechildren ? Dothey preach so that 
plain, unlettered men and little children can under- 
stand what they have tosay? Do the pastors of our 
churches in their casual intercourse with the children 
urge them personally to come? Do the pulpits ring 
with pleadings and expostulations with parents as to 
their duties in the premises? Do ministers visit from 
house to house in this interest? And do the children 
of our ministers go to church by the authority of their 
parents? Last Sunday evening, after an address in 
the Tarrytown Methodist Episcopal Church, in which 
I spoke as earnestly as possible upon this “ hobby” 
of mine, I was introduced to a lady, who introduced 
me to her three boys, remarking, as she did a0, 
“These boys all go to church regularly now, thanks 
to our pastor, Dr. Wardell, who labored with me on 
the subject.” This incident tells the whole story. 
When our pastors set about the work in right good 
earnest, and by argument, expostulation, and entreaty 
convince the parents and the children of their duty 
in the matter, we may expect to see the little folks in 
the pews. 

Again, we hold the religious press responsible for 
this failure. We do once in a while find an article 
or editorial bemoaning the fact, and now and then 
the difficulty is attributed in a very weak and illogical 
way to this and to that. But we need repeated and 
earnest editorials on the duty of parents and pastors. 
We have tracts on the subject. Let them be repub- 
lished and distributed. Let parents and pastors and 
editors combine, and, without depreciating any human 
agency or divine institution, they ae see the result 
of their labors in an improved public sentiment on 
the whole subject, and the hosannas of the children 
in the house of God at the regular service will be 
their rich reward, 


DEVOTIONAL SERVICES IN THE SUN- 
DAY-SCHOOL. 


{Rev. W, Henry Grarr, in The Episcopal Register. } 


i ae service should not be too long, and yet, are 
any minutes of the Sunday-school session better 
spent than those occupied in the worship of Jehovah? 
Many of the children get no church but this! but here 
is our opportunity, not only to familiarize them with 
the church’s ways, but also to lead them in the sweet 
worship of their God. I can hardly think that a few 
minutes so taken from the teaching time can be called 
wasted. To teach the children a spirit of reverence, 
to lead them in holy re and praise, to accustom 
them to the worship of their Maker is good work, for 
which it were well to spare a little time, rather than 
to push this part of the Sunday-school exercises into 
a corner, to be rushed over as quickly as possible, as 
a mere perfunctory introduction to the hour of study. 
Lack of reyerence in the Sunday-school service is a 
poor preparation for a proper appreciation of the ser- 
vice of the church. “Get through with the Sunday- 
school service as quickly as ible to make way for the 
teaching,” means, a little later, “Slur over the morn- 
ing and evening prayer in haste for Mr. So-and-so’s 
sermon ”’—the spirit, the love of worship is lost. 

The matter of where the Sunday-school service 
should be held is one of no mean importance. Many 
of our schools will unfortunately be restricted to but 
one choice. For them the church is not available— 
the children would spoil it, and so they are practically 
banished from its sacred precincts, and consigned to 
the Sunday-school room too often not inviting—not 
nearly as pretty or as pleasant as the church into 
which they sometimes peep, but with which they feel 
they have nothing whatever to do. Alas the dark 
ages of the early part of the nineteenth century, 
spoken of or lived, have not altogether passed away. 
Demure consultations would still be held by many of 
our vestries, as to whether the children should have 
the use of the church for the opening services of the 
Sunday-school, and I fear that now, as then, the great 
big word, “ Inexpedient,” would still be their verdict. 
Even as the children were found in the temple of old 
so would I have our children now accustomed to the 
hallowed courts of their Father’s house. Rented and 
sold pews, however (of which the temple was happily 
paerntee are a mighty barrier, in many cases insur- 
mountable. Children have no rights which pew- 
holders are bound to respect ; the Sunday-school room 
alone is left... . . In free churches the way is more 
open, but if even here it be said that the children 
will spoil the church, I can only submit that when a 
church gets too nice for the children to use and enjoy, 
it has passed the point of greatest usefulness and pro- 
priety. It becomes a hindrance to the cause. It is 
akin to the Sunday clothes which some people wear 
—they are too nice to kneel down in for prayer—and 
so too nice altogether. The church is in no wise a 
drawing-room, it is a place for use; the more people, 
young and old, we can get beneath its roof-tree the 
better. It is the house of God, the God of adults it is 
true, but the children’s God as well ; and it is a ques- 
tion how far these last banished trom it in their 
childhood will look to it with that love and venera- 
tion in after years which we would wish. 

For my part I like the church to be associated with 
the child’s earliest ideas, to be a place in which it is 
accustomed to walk, where it has joined, from child- 
hood up, in short, sweet, and earnest services of 
prayer and praise to the great King of kings. 
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NOTICES. 

Manuscripts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
paper, should be addressed to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor, Taz 
SUNDAY-#8CHOOL Tres, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Unaccepted manuscripts cannot be returned unless their writers 
make request accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, 
at the time they submit them. 

Letters concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be 
addressed to John D. Wattles, Business Manager, Tas SumpAyY- 
SCHOOL TimEs, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

For terms of subscription, and for advertiaing rates, see Pus- 
LISHER’s DEPARTMENT. 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


NOTICE ! 


Subscribers who do not 
wish their paper discon- 
tinued will need to send 


their renewals before the 
date of expiration, which is 
plainly printed on the yel- 
low label of address. The 
paper will be stopped to sub- 
scribers not renewing by that 
date. 


Ir is with peculiar pleasure that we announce that 
the Rev. George A. Peltz is to connect himself with 
THe SUNDAY-sSCHOOL TiMes as an associate editor, 
at the commencement of the new year approaching. 
Mr. Peltz has a national reputation as a Sunday- 
school worker, thinker, and writer. The position of 
president of the International Convention at Balti- 
more, last spring, was accorded to him because of his 
deserved prominence in this sphere of Christian ac- 
tivity. He has for years been a valued contributor 
on Sunday-school topics to Sunday-school periodi- 
cals, and to the religious press generally; and he has 
had few equals as an institute leader and normal- 
class teacher. He has also had no inconsiderable 
editorial experience, Mr. Peltz is to resign his posi- 
tion as pastor of the South Baptist Church, in New- 
ark, New Jersey, and remove to Philadelphia to give 
himself wholly to his new editorial duties. It is 
confidently believed that the Sunday-school workers 
of this country will welcome heartily this fresh ac- 
cession to the working force of their representative 
journal, 


A new Christmas anthem is to appear in our col- 
umns next week. 


Esen SuHurts, of 36 Bromfield Street, Boston, has 
reprinted the Christmas concert exercise, by Edmund 
Clark, from our last week’s issue, and will supply 
copies of it to those who desire them. 


ANOTHER item in the history of the Uniform Les- 
son movement is added this week, in the statement 
of the Rev. N. D. Williamson, of Indiana, with its 
exhibit of the views of Mr. Lyon as to his part in the 
movement, 


We have in hand for publication next week a de- 
lightful article, Some Memories of Bethlehem, from 
the pen of Dr. William ©, Prime, author of Tent 
Life in the Holy Land, and other well-known books 
of travel. The article has a twofold value, in its 
appropriateness to the Christmas season, and in the 
light it sheds on the home of David, as referred to 
in the Sunday-school lesson for the second Sunday 
in the new year. 


WALEs has long been known as “the land of Sun- 
day-schools.” It is pleasant to hear directly from 
that well cultivated field, especially in so bright a 





communication from so faithful a worker, as we give 
this week from Mr. Samuel B. Power, of Swansea. 


TuRoveuovt the third week of the Moody meet- 
ings the attendance at the Depot Church was quite 
as large as during the two former weeks, and the 
impressiveness of the services was in no degree 
lessened. The fourth week opened on Sunday last 
with three full meetings, including very many of the 
unconverted who, after the meetings, gathered in the 
inquiry-rooms to receive counsel as to the way of 
life. Mr.- Moody is now seeking to set the young 
Christians at work, going hither and thither, to tell of 
what God is doing in these meetings, and to win new 
souls to the knowledge and love of the Saviour. 


As side lights on the first lesson of 1876 we give 
this week valuable articles by the Rev. Dr. Henry J. 
Van Lennep and the Rev. W. L. Gage. Dr. Van 
Lennep is pre-eminently qualified to give help in the 
understanding of the sacred text through familiarity 
with the !ands of the Bible. He is a native of the 
East, and he was for many years a missionary worker 
there. He is a thorough Bible scholar, who has 
studied and written much in the line of Bible inter- 
pretation and illustration. A new work by Dr. Van 
Lennep, Bible Lands, published by Harper & 
Brothers, is one of the most important helps to Bible 
study of which the Sunday-school teacher can avail 
himself. Of this work it is our intention to speak 
more fully hereafter. The Rev. Mr. Gage has given 
much study to Bible geography, and he is fresh from 
the localities of which he writes. 


THERE is point in the suggestion made by the 
Rev. Mr. Raffensperger, in his article on Limp Side 
and Flap Edge. . It is a sign of greater interest in 
Bible study that the best editions of the Bible are in 
growing demand; but a close acquaintance with the 
Word of God, and an ability to use the Scriptures 
skillfully as the sword of the Spirit, are not to be ob- 
tained from the bookseller and the bookbinder, nor 
to be purchased for even $14. A good man’s methods 
of work are often brought into ridicule by the imita- 
tions of them on the part of those who copy their 
form and overlook their spirit. As The Congregation- 
alist says, in describing the well-worn, well-marked, 
and well-used Bible of Mr. Moody, “ But don’t let 
the reader think that by marking up his Bible in this 
way he can become a Moody.” A new responsibility 
is laid upon a man when he purchases an expensive 
and showy Bible from Bagster or the Tract Society. 
He should be careful to so study the book that his 
possession and exhibit of it does not bring him into 
deserved contempt. 


Tue Rev. Frank H. Marling, recently of the Bond 
Street Congregational Church, Toronto, Canada, of 
whose acceptance of a call to the pulpit of the Four- 
teenth Street Presbyterian Church, New York, we 
made mention last week, was pleasantly welcomed 
by the superintendent and teachers of the Sunday- 
school of his new charge at their weekly teachers’- 
meeting, on Friday evening, December 3. The usual 
course of exercises was changed, in order that the 
teachers might tender to their new pastor an informal 
reception. Over the superintendent's platform the 
British and United States flags were gracefully fes- 
tooned together, and upon the blackboard was in- 
scribed the text: “And when we were come, the 
brethren received us gladly.” After the superintend- 
ent, Frank A. Ferris, had led in the examination of 
the next Sunday’s lesson, he welcomed the pastor in 
a familiar and hearty manner, declaring the satisfac- 
tion which he, together with the teachers and con- 
gregation, felt in having once more a pastor after being 
for several months without such a friend and guide. 
In response to these words, Mr. Marling thanked the 
superintendent and teachers for the kind terms with 
which they had welcomed him, and said that his acts 
would have to stand in the place of words of reply. 
While he was glad to be with them, he could not, nor 
would they have him, he thought, forget instantly 
the ties which had bound him so long and pleasantly 
to those from whom he had parted but a day or two 
ago. After these words of greeting and response, a 
bright time was passed in social converse, while re- 
freshments were enjoyed, and the pastor’s benedic- 
tion closed the evening’s pleasant service. On the 
following Sunday a more general reception to Mr, 
Marling was tendered by his Sunday-school in a ser- 








vice which included music and responsive Scripture 
readings arranged for the occasion. At the close of 
the school the scholars met their pastor, and there 
was a renewal of the greetings and handshakings of 
Friday evening. 


THE RESULTS THUS FAR. 


HAT are the results of the revival meetings thus 
far? is a question often asked by those who 
would be glad to know that permanent good comes of 
the work now in progress under the lead of the evan- 
gelists in Philadelphia. And this question can be 
answered satisfactorily, even if not fully. The obvious 
facts are in themselves results which ought to make 
all who rejoice in the cause of Christ both glad and 
grateful. 

Thousands of men and women gather every day in 
the week out of the busy masses of this great city to 
hear the gospel of Christ preached in simplicity and 
directness. Very many of these hearers are not in 
the habit of church attendance. They are told plainly 
of their need of salvation, and urged to yield them- 
selves to the service of the Lord Jesus. Many others 
of them are professed followers of Christ, who have 
been cold and inactive in his service. They are 
called on to be up and doing for their Master, and are 
told just how and where to work for him. Each day 
hundreds of the unconverted from among these hear- 
ers ask the prayers of Christians in their behalf, and 
enter the inquiry-rooms for personal conversation 
with God’s children as to their needs and duty. Many 
of the church members also are beginning Christian 
work with new zeal and new efficiency. Many of 
those who have not been avowed disciples of the Lord 
Jesus declare their readiness to trust and serve him 
heartily. Moreover hundreds of requests from those 
outside come up daily for special prayer, and on these 
calls God’s children plead with him for answers of 
peace accordingly. There are meetings for particular 
classes from time to time. Christian workers are ap- 
pealed to as such, Sunday-school teachers receive 
special instruction. The unconverted are invited and 
addressed by themselves. Young men are brought 
together and counseled religiously. Drunkards are ~ 
talked to plainly and prayed for earnestly. Women 
and men meet by themselves, and sermons are 
preached for their exclusive benefit. 

All this in itself is a great matter. No ordinary 
curiosity would bring together such audiences day 
after day for weeks together. Mr. Moody is now well 
known, and most who cared merely to see and hear 
him have been gratified. His style of preaching is 
so simple that many who hear him wonder at its 
power; but there is no diminishing of the crowds in 
attendance week by week. No undue excitement 
gathers and holds these hearers. All is quiet and 
calm at the meetings. The preacher makes no effort 
to sway his audiences by strong appeals to their pas- 
sions. The choice he sets before them is simply that 
which the gospel offers wherever it is faithfully pro- 
claimed. The interest in the meetings is a healthy 
interest in the cause and truth which they represent. 
The fact that it is exceptional—or unusual—only 
makes it the more important. Men of marked infiu- 
ence in the community, who have been known in 
almost every sphere but that of personal religion, are 
from time to time seen in attendance at these meet- 
ings, on the platform or in the body of the house. 
Even if they come from curiosity alone, there is rea- 
son for rejoicing that they are at last curious in this 
direction. It is well for them to turn aside from their 
usual occupations and hear the gospel preached. If 
many who are accustomed to follow their lead in 
other things imitate them in this there will be a gain 
thereby. It is a good thing to have it fashionable 
for sinners to listen to straightforward earnest ap- 
peals to repent and be converted. 

The record of these meetings is given day by day 
in the daily papers. The words of the preacher are 
repeated by the press of this city and throughout 
the country, so that hundreds of thousands have the 
gospel preached to them morning and evening from 
one week’s end to another, through this agency alone. 
Editorial comments in the secular papers on this 
theme are frequent and pointed. Indeed, both 
Christians and the unconverted have been wisely 
counseled and cautioned by many a secular paper 
“leader” within the past few weeks. This in addi- 
tion to all that the religious papers have to say on 
the same important subject; and it can hardly be 
doubted that the tone of the religious press as a 
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whole has been elevated and bettered through the 
influences of which these meetings are an outgrowth. 
It can safely be asserted that never before was so 
much prominence given by the secular press of the 
United States to religious matters and to the direct 
presentation of Christian truth. The revival of 1858 
bore no comparison with the present revival in this 
particular, 

In the churches of Philadelphia there is more than 
a common interest in Christ and his salvation. This 
is true almost without exception, even if in any in- 
stance the pastor himself fails as yet to perceive it; 
for the churches are not so shut out from the prevail- 
ing current of popular feeling that they can be ex- 
cluded from an influence as general as that which 
now pervades this community. Those pastors who 
participate most heartily in the special revival meet- 
ings naturally share most richly in the attendant 
blessings ; yet all have new opportunities of hopeful 
work in their fields of church labor. If there is no 
considerable gain in any of these churches it will not be 
because there is no special interest in religious things 
in that church and in the community about it. On 
all sides unsaved men and women are unusually 
ready to be conversed with, prayed for, taken by the 
hand and led te a waiting Saviour. All who make 
the experiment of introducing the subject of personal 
religion, in conversation with those whom they meet 
in business or in social intercourse, find signs of this 
peculiar readiness—one of the most hopeful signs in 
any season of revival. 

These results are in themselves great results. If 
they are to be counted unimportant, then may also 
the ordinary preaching of the gospel in our sanc- 
tuaries, and the attendance thereat of Christians and 
of unconverted hearers, be looked at as of little 
worth, because so few new converts are made each 
week, so little progress is marked in Christian at- 
tainment, and so many days of attention to the 
world and its interests follow each day of pausing to 
consider the things of God. The beginning is good. 
“ The end is not yet.” How much more is to come 
out of this revival work cannot now be known. Up 
to this time there is every reason to rejoice in what 
God is accomplishing through this agency. 

A weighty responsibility rests now in the churches, 
and on all Christian workers in this city—and else- 
where as widely as the knowledge of these revival 
meetings extends. God is doing great things before 
us all. He has called the attention of the community 
to the theme of personal religion. Multitudes who 
were thoughtless on this subject a little time ago are 
now thinking about it earnestly. They are easy of 
approach. They would like to be talked with. They 
are not yet ready to go to any pastor’s study and ask 
the way of salvation ; nor yet, perhaps, to go into the 
inquiry-rooms at the Depot Church. But they are 
thinking of themselves as sinners in need of a Saviour, 
and the one thing lacking to turn their steps thither- 
ward may be a word from a Christian believer of their 
acquaintance. If this harvest time passes and they 
are still unsaved, others than Mr. Moody and his im- 
mediate co-workers in the present series of meetings 
will have a share in the blame. Systematic, earnest, 
untiring work on the part of Christians far and near, 
in the line of direct, personal visitation and appeal, 
to induce those who are now without a trust in Christ 
as their Saviour to come to him in penitence and 
faith, is the urgent demand of the hour. “Son of 
man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, 
Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not 
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require 
at thine hand.” 


MR. MOODY TO YOUNG CONVERTS. 


LETTER from Mr. Moody to “the recent con- 

verts in Great Britain” appears in The Christian, 
of London, in its issue of December 2. It will have 
an interest to many in this country; not only to 
“recent converts,” but to some who have long been 
counted as believers. We give it herewith: 

Dear Curistian Frienps : Since returning to America, 
in response to my invitation, I have received precious 
communications from many of you. Were it possible I 
would gladly reply to each; bat, as I have not oppor- 
tunity for this, I shall avail myself of the columns of The 
Christian to send to you all a few words of greeting. 

I praise God continually for what he has done for you 
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in saying your souls through the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son. You are much on my heart, and in my prayers. 
But most glad am I to know, that when I cease to re- 
member, Jesus himself bears each one of you in contin- 
ual remembrance before his Father. You are graven 
upon the palms of his hands (Isa. 49 : 16), and written 
upon the heart of his affections (Ex. 28 : 29); and of you 
he has said, ‘‘ My sheep shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10 : 28). 

You have taken the Lord Jesus for your Redeemer, 
and it has become eternal seivation unto you. Now, 
Jesus is something more to you. He has become your 
High Priest. His great business in heaven to-day is to 
represent you—your needs, your infirmities, and your 
trials. I want you to know this very fully; for no other 
truth can give you more daily comfort, or more firmly 
establish you in a constant holy walk. Having died to 
save you, Jesus livesto keep you. At the cross he washed 
you from the condemnation of sin; at the mercy-seat he 
will cleanse you from daily defilement. 

Some ot you have written me how old besetting sins are 
annoying you. Take them straight to Jesus. Don’t rely 
too much on yourselves in overcoming them; don’t fol- 
low human advice too much, or copy the example of 
other people too much in gaining the victory. Spare 
yourselves this weariness. Cast it all before your blessed 
Advocate, and let him tear you and your burdens too. 

And do not, above all, forsake your Bibles. You can 
never separate Jesus the Word made flesh from the 
written Word. He who proclaimed himself the Way, 
declared also that he was the Truth. Pack your memory 
full of passages of Scripture, with which to meet Satan 
when hecomes to tempt or accuse you; and be not con- 
tent tosimply know, but strive to obey the Word of God. 
Never think that Jesus has commanded a trifle, nor dare to 
trifle with anything he has commanded. 

I exhort the young men to be sober. Exercise your- 
selves unto godliness; run the race according to Paul’s 
motto, ‘‘ Looking off unto Jesus’ ; draw your inspiration 
and power directly from himself. 

I exhort the young women to great moderation. 
Your sphere of testimony may not be public; your place 
of usefulness may not be large; in your own homes 
‘‘adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour.” Keep one 
little thought in mind—“‘I have none but Jesus to please.” 
And so make your dress as simple as you know will 
please your Lord ; make your deportment as modest as 
you know will commend itself to him. 

And for you all, ‘‘among whom we have gone labor- 
ing,” our prayer is, “‘ That your love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; tiat 
ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be 
sincere, and without offence, till the day of Christ, being 
fille i with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God” (Phil. 1 : 9, 10, 
11). Mr. Sankey joins me in Christian love. 

Your brother in Christ, D. L. Moony. 

Brooklyn, November 12, 1875, 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


———— 


T certainly is well for a teacher to use all the 
time allotted to lesson teaching in the school hour. 
None of this time should be wasted. It is all precious. 
On the other hand, a teacher should finish the lesson 
meantime; finish it according to his plan, so that he 
is not compelled to break off before he has made his 
most important point, and impressed the truth to 
which everything else was tending. To use all! the 
time profitably, and to do the work of the hour com- 
pletely, requires careful preparation. Is every teacher 
competent to this? He who cannot compass it fails 
in an important particular. It is a teacher’s duty to 
know beforehand what points he wants to make, and 
about how much time he can spend on each. While 
he teaches he should be careful not to dwell too long 
on one point to the neglect of others. It may be well 
for him to note down carefully beforehand the differ- 
ent portions of the lesson with the time allotted to 
each, so as to be sure and bring his class teaching 
within the time available. At all events it is his 
duty, by one plan or another, to use all of the lesson 
hour profitably, and to finish his lesson outline within 
the limits of that time. 


In England practice lessons, or specimen exercises, 
in which a teacher takes a class and teaches a lesson 
to its members, in the presence of others, to exhibit 
wise methods of teaching, are far more common than 
in this country, in connection with Sunday-school 
work. It would be well if more was attempted in 
this line on this side of the ocean. It is a great deal 
easier to bring out the idea that poor teaching pre- 
vails in our Sunday-schools, than to show what is 
good teaching. Many a normal-class leader who is 
not a good teacher can speak with earnestness and 





truth on both the science and art of teaching while 
he is utterly unable to teach a class in accordance 
with the rules he states with fluency. His work is 
well as far as it goes, but if in addition to all this a 
class could be taught a lesson properly in the pres- 
ence of those who would learn how to do it, many 
would gain an acquaintance with correct methods 
who fail of such knowledge through hearing the best 
lectures on this theme, A correspondent writing on 
this point says truthfully: ‘‘ But ‘ how to do it?’ is the 
question. ‘ How to successfully teach?’ Our schools, 
especially in the country, are filled with teachers who 
are hungering and thirsting for instruction in this de- 
partment ; ‘How can we improve our teaching?’ is 
the question asked by these teachers; they are de- 
sirous of being able to more fully understand the art 
of securing attention ; the art of questioning ; the art 
of illustration ; how to make a practical application 
of lessons to scholars’ minds and hearts; how to 
impress the importance of a change of heart. Books 
and pamphlets to instruct them in the various 
branches they do not have. They feel the necessity 
of practical instruction, and too often they attend in- 
stitutes and conventions seeking it in vain. Our 
country schools do not have the advantages of 
normal-class drill ; hence, the necessity deepens that 
our institutes and associations should bring their 
work down to this practical point, with practical men 
and women having the ability to instruct, and who 
are actively and actually engaged in the teacher’s 
work, and know its requirements. More practical in- 
struction of teachers in the principles of teaching, so 
as to make them independent thinkers able to develop 
and apply their own ideas instead of simply using the 
ideas of others. When this is brought about a new 
era will dawn on Sunday-school teaching, its system 
will become renovated, and its action more healthy.” 


As a rule, the higher the standard in any Sunday- 
school the easier it is to keep the teachers up to it. 
The more the superintendent expects and claims of 
his teachers, within reasonable limits, the more he 
gets from them; and the more they enjoy conceding 
what he requires. The trouble with too many Sun- 
day-schools is, that the teachers are permitted to come 
or stay away as they please; to attend the teachers’- 
meeting or not according to their preference; to be 
poorly or well prepared with their lessons at their 
option; to visit their scholars or neglect them as 
suits their habits and fancy. No sense of responsi- 
bility and of positive obligation is laid and kept upon 
them; hence they are shiftless accordingly. But 
there are Sunday-schools where teachers are called to 
pledge themselves to a special work on accepting the 
teacher’s position, and then are held to their pledge. 
Such schools are “more noble” than those where 
there is neither system nor thoroughness. At the 
school of the First Congregational Church, of Oak- 
land, Cal., for instance, the subjoined pledge is 
exacted of the teachers, and the report comes, that 
“this has worked to a perfect charm for over a year.” 
Indeed the superintendent thinks he “never saw 
teachers so regular.” 

Realizing the very great responsibility of our positions 
as Sabbath-school teachers, and believing that our efforts 
will be blessed only as we prepare ourselves for and de- 
vote ourselves earnestly to our work, and, regarding our 
duties to our classes in the light of an engagement which 
should be at least as binding upon us and as faithfully 
fulfilled as any secular engagement, we do therefore adopt 
and will abide by the following 

PLEDGE, 

1. That we will study well the lesson and prepare our- 
selves by all means within our reach for teaching it to our 
classes. 

2. That we will be regular and prompt in our atten- 
dance at the sessions of the school ; that if, upon any cer- 
tain Sabbath we are to be absent, we will, if possible, pro- 
cure a competent person to teach in our place ; that if we 
cannot procure a substitute, we will notify the superin- 
tendent of that fact,and of our intended absence, not 
later than Saturday, and as much earlier as possible. 

3. That if we are absent from our classes two successive 
Sabbaths without complying with Article 2, or do not 
give a satisfactory reason therefore, our place shall be 
considered vacant, and the superintendent will place our 
class in charge of some other person. 

4. The fact of an acceptance by us, or by any other per- 
son, of the position of teacher in this school, will be con- 
sidered as an agreement on our part that we will abide by 
the requirements of the foregoing pledge, and will faith- 
fully and earnestly devote ourselves to advancing the 
general interests of the school, and especially to the con- 
version of our scholars, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Intormation for this department—incinding early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully recelved. | 

—_-_~+>---———_ 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


New York, State, at Uthee ....ccccccccsecresscecerrereereeveeeeed UDC 6-8, 1876, 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont. .........-scceseeeseeeeeseeeee June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort WAyNe............ccccecceeeeeceeeeeeee June 6-8, 1876 
Ohio, State, at DAyton.......-scccccccssresssrsereseresserenenss June 7, 8, 1876. 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P. m, led during 
December by the Rev. Mr. Mudge, of Yonkers. 

New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 P. M., taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 

New York Baptist Sunday-school Teachers’ Association, at Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street. Thursday evening 
of each month, except July and August. 

New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sun- 
day-school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth 
Avenue, every Saturday, at 8 Pp.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber 
Newton. 

New York, Sunday-school Teachers’ Association (Union), at 
Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church, on the third Monday 
evening of each month, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place 
Meth. Epis. Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. H. 
Vincent, D.D. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday-schoo] Union, at the Hanson Place 
Meth. Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each 
month, except July and August. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Union meeting for the exposition, by eminent 
teachers, of the International Lessons, in the hall of the Y. M. 
C. A., every Saturday at 4 Pp. M. 

Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot. Epis.), Lectures from Nov. 2, 
1875, to Feb. 15, 1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o’clock, P.m., 
at 8t. Luke’s Church; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7'4 p.M., at 
Church of the Advent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 7)¢ P.M., 
at St Matthew's Church. 


BROOKLYN NORMAL-CLASS. 
NINTH SESSION. 


T the ninth session of the Brooklyn Normal-class, 
on Thursday evening, Dacember 2, the Hanson 
Place Baptist Church was well filled. Dr. Vincent’s 
address, or lesson, was one of the best and most in- 
structive of the course thus far. At the close of the 
address he taught the next Sunday’s lesson to a speci- 
men class of gentlemen on the platform. The follow- 
ing is the outline of his address on 


THE SACRED CANON. 


1, There are many possible methods by which an all 
wise Creator might communicate to man a knowledge 
of his character and will. 

2. The way in which our Creator has seen fit to reveal 
himself to man is by a supernatural history produced 
on the earth under his immediate direction, and then 
under the same divine direction and inspiration re- 
corded in a series of books. 

3. This history, thus recorded, having a religious aim, 
will of necessity contain a great variety, as to its sub- 
ject-matter. It will have history, geography, bio- 
graphy, doctrine, ethics, poetry, prophecy, etc. 

4, The human mind produces many books, containing 
human deductions, speculations, imaginations, etc., 
etc. Some claim to be the results of reason ; others 
to be the revelations of God, or of the gods; while 
some of them are the productions of minds intent 
on deception and mischief, whatever they may 
profess, 

5. If, therefore, the true God should give a true book for 
human instruction there must be evidences that it is 
truly from God, so that men may distinguish be- 
tween it and the false or defective works of man. 
There must be a rule or standard by which we may 
certainly know just what books are human and what 
are divine. 

6. Therefore we have what is called the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, 

1, The word “Canon” signifies literally a straight 
line, a rule, a law, a standard. 

2. The Scripture itself is a canon or rule of life, 
the authoritative standard of religion and 
morality. 

The tests, rules, or standards by which we deter- 
mine that it is in whole or in part from God are 
called the ‘‘Canon of Scripture.” 

4. The several books which are thus examined 
and proved to be genuine and authentic are 
called “ The Sacred Canon.” 

7 There are many evidences which sustain the claim 
of the Bible believer that the book on which he rests 
is from God. 1. It has long been accepted as divine 
by the church—both Jewish and Christian. 2. It 
has stood the most searching tests of friends and foes 
for centuries, 3. Exposed by various translations 
and by sectarian interests to the liability of interpo- 
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lation and change it remains essentially the same. 
Its ‘ various readings’ do not affect the great doc- 
trines which it contains. 4. Its internal character, 
unity, purity, marvelous moral standards, fidelity 
to human nature, etc., etc., prove its divinity. 5. 
Its adaptation to human needs and its effects upon 
the race wherever permitted to exert its energies, 
abundantly demonstrate that it is not a human pro- 
duction. 6. It is in striking harmony with true 
science. The facts of nature and of human nature 
and of human history sustain the claims of the book. 
7. To the personal experience of all who have tested 
and trusted it we may safely appeal, The Bible is 
the missing keystone in individual and in social 
life. Once inserted it proves that he who made 
man and put him into this world, also made the 
Bible as his safeguard and stay. 

8. There are ten names by which the Book of God is 
known. These are divided into four classes. 

1. From the material used in making ancient books 

it is called the Bible. 
‘* Bible’’—is from the Greek biblos, a book. ‘‘ The 
name was given originally, like liber in Latin, 
to the inner bark of the linden or teil tree, and 
afterwards to the bark of the papyrus, the ma- 
terials of which early books were sometimes 
made.”’ Chrysostom, in the fourth or fifth cen- 
tury, first applied the term ‘ Biblia” to the 
whole collection of sacred books. 

2. From the mode of revealing and recording the 
Revelation it is called the Oracles and the 
Scriptures. 

‘* Oracle’’—from the Latin oro, to speak : 08, oris, 
the mouth. The sanctuary of the tabernacle 
and of the temple was called the oracie. 1 Kings 
6:16; Psalm 28:2. The term is used in the 
New Testament to designate the revelations of 
God. Acts 7: 38; 1 Peter 4: 11. For the 
heathen use of the word, see “‘ oracle’’ in any dic- 
tionary or encyclopedia. 

“* Seriptures,’’—Latin, scribo, I write—AScriptus. 
The Jews called their sacred books Kethib, 
written, or mikra, gathering. 

3. From the contents of the Book it is called the 

Word, the Law, Prophets, and Psalms, and the 
Testaments or Covenants. 
‘* Testament’’—The word diatheke, which we now 
translate testament, signifies either a testament 
or a covenant. Covenant—an agreement, a 
mutual arrangement ; two Testaments, old and 
new. ‘Not two distinct and unrelated cove- 
nants, but merely the former and the /atter dis- 
pensations of the one grand covenant of mercy.”’ 
— Bush. 

4. From the character of the book it is called the 
Bible, the Holy Bible and the Canonical Scrip- 
tures. 

9. There are three classifications of the books of the 
Bible. 

1. In the Bible itself. See 2 Cor. 3:14; 2 Cor. 3:6; 
Zech. 7:12; Matt. 11:13; Matt. 22:40: Acts 
13:15: Luke 24: 44. 

2. The recognized Jewish classification. 

1. The Law :—The five books of Moses. 
2. The Prophets :— 
1, The former Prophets :—Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel, and Kings. 
2. The latter Prophets :-Greater and Minor. 
3. Hagiographa :— 
1. First class :—Psl., Prov., and Job. 
2. Second class :-Sol. Song, Ruth, Lam., 
Eccl., and Es. 
3. Thirdclass:-Dan., Ez , Neh., and Chron. 
3. The order of our version. 
1. The Old Testament :— 
1. The Pentateuch—G. E. L. N. D.—5. 
2. The Historical—J. J. R.S. K C. E.N. 
E.—12. 
3. The Poetical—J. P. P. E. S.—5. 
4. The Prophetical—1. Greater:—I. J. 
(L.) E. D.—5. 2. Minor:—H. J. A. O. 
J. M. N. H. Z. H. Z. M.—12. 
2. The New Testament :— 
1. The Historical—M. M. L. J. A.—5. 
2. The Pauline Epistles—R. C. G. E. P. C, 
T. T. T. P. H.—14. 
3, The general or Catholic Epistles—J. P. 
J. I.—7. 
4. The Prophetical—R.—1. 
10. The contents of the Bible. 

1, God the Creator and Father is revealed in the 
Old Testament as ruler of men and nations, pre- 
paring the world for the advent of the Son. 

2. God the Son is revealed in the four “‘ Gospels’ 
of the New Testament as Prophet, Priest, and 
King of men, living, dying, rising from the 
dead, ascending into the heavens, promising be- 
fore his departure to send the Holy Ghost to 
abide with his faithful followers on the earth. 

3. God the Holy Ghost is revealed in the ‘‘ Acts” 
and in the “ Epistles’ of the New Testament as 
inspirer and comforter and almighty protector 
of the church in the earth. 


TIMES. 
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4. God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—the one 
God—-is revealed in the last book of the Bible-— 
‘‘ The Revelation’’—as governing and directing 
all things of earth and heaven in the interest of 
the people of God, who, redeemed from sin 
shall reign forever in spotless purity, unbroken 
fellowship, unalloyed blessedness, forever doing 
and delighting in the will of God. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TION. 
: DECEMBER MEETING. 
HE December meeting of the I ureign Sunday- 
school Association, held in Brooklyn, N. Y., was 
unusually full of interest, owing to the presence of 
numerous visitors, and to the hopeful character of 
the news received from abroad. 


ASSOCIA 


PORTUGAL. 

The work in Portugal was reported by a letter from 
Mrs. Cassels, the wife of an English merchant re- 
siding in Oporto. She states that Sunday-schoo! 
work in that city is progressing well, notwith- 
standing the difficulties under which it labors, A 
hopeful circumstance is the conversion of a Roman 
Catholic priest, who is now Jaboring earnestly and 
successfully with them, and who may be made an 
instrument of great good to his fellow-countrymen. 
He was considered one of the finest orators in the 
Roman Catholic church at that place. The night 
schools in Oporto have been resumed, and a new 
girls’ school has been opened at Villa-Nova. 

SPAIN, 

A letter from Mrs. Sanchez, residing at Huelva, 
gives an account of special services held at Moquerre, 
an adjoining town, which excited unexpected inter- 
est. The congregations were composed principally 
of men, women being more under priestly influence ; 
but a young lady, teacher in the school, after long 
seeking for Christ, eagerly received the truth as 
preached at these meetings. She is now trying to 
teach Jesus to her pupils, without the knowledge of 
their parents, many of whom have already noticed 
improvement in their children, and she hopes to win 
them all for Jesus, before priests and parents discover 
that her teachings are anti-Romanistic. Many Bibles 
and Protestant books were distributed, of which the 
priests were unable to obtain possession. The Rev. 
Mr. Fliedner states that the expense of publishing 
3,000 copies of the children’s paper, the Amigo, 
are so great, that the issue must be lessened unless 
help from outside is afforded. They need ten dollars 
more monthly. 

ITALY, 

Mr. Prochet, the head of the Waldensian Synod, 
writes that he has under his control over 1,440 
pupils in various schools. His school at Genoa is 
prospering under the superintendency of Antonio 
Delfino, formerly a wood-carver, now engaged as 
carpenter. Four young ladies, teachers in this school, 
have been able to retain influence over Roman Ca- 
tholic pupils now withdrawn from the civil schools, 
by receiving them at their houses during the week. 
A boy of fourteen who came to this school and learned 
by its teachings to trust in Jesus, continued to come 
where he could learn the way of life in spite of oppo- 
sition, and even personal chastisement, from his 
mother, who, won by his firm yet meek conduct, 
finally discontinued her fierce opposition to his 
religion. 

GERMANY. 


Much of the interest of the meeting centred in 
Germany. A letter from Liegnitz, near Breslau, be- 
wailed the effect that infidelity and Sabbath breaking 
of parents had had in keeping children away from 
Sunday-school. Very great interest had, however, 
been manifested in Moody and Sankey’s work in 
Great Britain; and Mr. Sankey’s hymns, translated 
into German and published by Dr. Shean, at the 
“German Tract Depository,” had been used in the 
Sunday-schools, and rapidly sold to outsiders. <A 
German Sunday-school paper is very popular, and 
new Sunday-schools have been formed. 

Pastor Basche writes from Brandenburg of great in- 
terest there manifested in the work of Pearsall Smith, 
at Brighton. Pastor Basche has a Sunday-school at 
Rotschen, founded only four years, but doing well. 
Mr. Bidckelmann writes of the necessity for employ- 
ing a German traveling agent for Sunday-school 
work in German Switzerland. He says: ‘‘ The esteem 
for Sunday-school work has greatly increased. 
work is no longer misunderstood. 


Our 
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is working. A new committee for Sunday-school 
work has been formed at Berlin, and those Sunday- 
schools already established are good examples for the 
formation of others.” Pastor Berg, from Elbersberg, 
describes a flourishing Sunday-school, numbering 
from thirty to forty, of miners’ children gathered 
there. A young girl on her death-bed thanks her 
teacher for the lessons received in that school. 
BAVARIA. 


Sunday-schools in Bavaria are a recent institution ; 
Lut the children receive them gladly. An encourag- 
ing report received from a school of only two years’ 
standing tells of 100 scholars, and a large class of 
confirmed girls who continue to attend. 

SWEDEN. 

Mr. Clarino, a native of Stockholm, and himself a 
Sunday-school boy, addressed the meeting. Stating 
that the Lord’s work in Sweden was going on beauti- 
fully, he proceeded to give statistics of the work in 
Stockholm. He said there are in that city thirty 
Sunday-schools, bringing under instruction 13,000 
pupils. The largest of these schools, under Metho- 
dist and Baptist supervision, contain, respectively, 800 
and 500 pupils, A Sunday-school union bas this 
year been established in Stockholm. The work in 
smaller towns is also prosperous. The revival under 
Moody and Sankey, in Scotland, has crossed to Swe- 
den, and had great effect there. Sankey’s hymns, 
transleted into Swedish, are in general use. 

Mr. Clarino is now engaged in work among the 
~ _Swedes in Brooklyn, he having become entirely blind 
from the effects of the climate in India, his formér 
place of work. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

The Rev. Mr. Park, of New Jersey, formerly sta- 
tioned at Monterey, gave interesting particulars of the 
work at that place, and also at Santa Rosa, and Cab- 
baté, near by. <A delegate from the French Sunday- 
schoolin University Place, New York, expressed, in 
his native language, the interest and sympathy of 
that school in the work of the association. 

The Rev. Messrs. Lansing and Park offered prayer, 
and the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the 
American Sunday-school Union, for the donations of 
a set of plates to be sent to Pastor Fliedner, in Spain, 
for the use of his Sunday-schools, 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL UNION. 


T the anniversary exercises of the Sunday-school 
Union of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
which were opened in the Bromfield Street church, 
Boston, on Saturday, December 4, the Rev. Dr. John 
H. Vincent announced as the theme of considera- 
tion, “The relation of the Sunday-school to the 
pulpit.” By “the pulpit ” Dr. Vincent, according to 
the report in Zion's Herald, understood the usual 
pulpit exercises of prayer, praise, reading of the 
Scriptures, and teaching by the proclamation of the 
gospel. By “the Sunday-school” he understood 
another service for prayer, praise, reading the Scrip- 
tures, and teaching by the class system. The ques- 
tions he wished discussed were: What can the Sun- 
day-school do for the preaching service? What can 
the preaching service do for the school? 

The points thus suggested were discussed at length. 
It was said, that teachers might influence their classes 
to attend the preaching service ; that the instruction 
of the pastor and of the teachers should be so con- 
nected, that the two might help one another; that 
the pastor ought to have something to say to the 
children in every sermon; that parents should feel a 
responsibility for the church attendance of their 
children. 

The overcrowding of Sunday services was spoken 
of. The Rev. Mr. Gracey thought that children who 
attended the morning service and at its close a Sun- 
dsy-school session were tired enough when the two 
were over. Bishop Wiley well remembered being 
forced as a boy to a nine o’clock session of the Sun- 
day-school on Sunday morning, and to the preaching 
service at half-past ten. For forty years he had pro- 
tested against this practice, as in violation of the 
Fourth Commandment. His respect for the mental 
and physical powers of children forbade his approval 
of it. Sunday was thus made a day of religious dis- 
sipation, and he did not see how New England 
preachers could go through with the demand thereby 
upon them. In his opinion New England needed a 
good, clean afternoon for the Sunday-school service. 
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But the afternoon sermon stood in the way. What to 
do with that was the question. Outside of New Fag- 
land there was little difficulty on this point, 

Dr. Vincent thought that if children had to attend 
two preaching services and a Sunday-school session, 
it would not be a killing thing. He named the Rev. 
Dr. King’s church, on Fifty-third Street, in New York, 
where a choral service at 9 45 opens theday. This is 
followed by a preaching service, at 10.30. Later is 
the Sunday-school session, followed by a brief service 
for the school in the church. In the opinion of the 
Rev. Dr. Peirce a sermon in the morning, and another 
at 4 p.m., with a Sunday-school from 2 to 3.30, and a 
prayer-meeting in the evening would not put too 
severe a tax upon the mental or physical powers of 
children. 

The Sunday-school and the pastor’s work was the 
theme of the afternoon conference; and in the even- 
ing the Sunday-school and the family was considered. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Church Decoration. A practical manual of Appro- 
priate Ornamentation. Edited bya Practical [llumi- 
nator. Illustrated. New York: E. P. Dutton.— 
Church and chapel and schoolroom decorations are 
far more common in this country than a few years 
since, Their use is no longer confined to one de- 
nomination, nor to two or three branches of the 
church. Illuminated texts are now on many walls 
where only whitewash was deemed orthodox a gen- 
eration ago, And above many a spire a cross is 
counted as unobjectionable as was a rooster or a 
trumpet by the fathers of present worshipers in the 
house below it. With the wider prevalence of the 
practice of church decoration comes an increased de- 
mand for instruction in its methods. Those who 
have good taste want to know what texts and other 
designs are most appropriate for certain times and 
places, and how to put them into shape. The little 
manual above named will meet the wants of a wide 
circle. It describes and explains church emblems 
and symbols, gives various alphabets for decorative 
service, mentions appropriate texts for special sea- 
sons, tells how to make wreaths, scrolls, borders, 
shields, banners, and to do decorative work generally. 
Its illustrations, both plain and in color, are of a 
character to be serviceable to every worker in this 
department ofart. Just at this time the manual will 
give practical hints and aids to those who are adorn- 
ing their rooms in home, or school, or church, for 
Christmas holidays; and it is a book with a permanent 
value in its sphere. 


The Vest Pocket Series: 1. Snow-Bound, by John 
Greenleaf Whittier. 2. Evangeline, by Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow. %. Power, Wealth, Illusions, by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, 4, Culture, Behavior, Beauty, 
by Ralph Waldo Emerson. Boston: James R. Os- 
good & Co.—The “ Little Classics’ ” series has proved 
so popular that several imitations have been put 
upon the market, almost identical with it in type, 
paper, and binding. Its publishers seem to think that 
they will not let other people reap all the supplemen- 
tary benefit, so they have followed it up with the 
united volumes of an admirable edition of Haw- 
thorne, in uniform style, and now with the series 
whose first four volumes we have mentioned above. 
This “ Vest Pocket” idea, however, promises to give 
us a series not only cheaper than “‘ Little Classics,” 
but prettier and of much greater value. Snow- 
Bound has never been sold, hitherto, for less than a 
dollar and a quarter, nor has Evangeline, but both 
are now presented for fifty cents in very attractive 
form. Snow-Bound is accompanied with several 
of the admirable wood-cuts which first appeared in 
Harry Fenn’s five-dollar illustrated edition of the 
poem, issued in the fall of 1867. Each of the two 
Emerson volumes contains three of his essays, se- 
lected with good judgment. The set of books, as a 
whole, or any volume of it, will be very well worth 
having. The publishers have not made so valuable 
a contribution to cheap literature since their “ Com- 
panion Poets’” series of 1865. (For sale by Porter 
& Coates.) 


An Island Pearl, By B. L. Farjeon. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. Hostages to Fortune. By Miss 
M. FE. Braddon. The same. Off the Roll. By Kathar- 
ine King. The same.—Mr. Farjeon is an industrious 
writer, but his books, although they appear in rather 
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rapid succession, do not expose themselves to the 
charge of lack of finish or poverty of idea. The 
present story is suitable for Christmas, although very 
unlike the common run of Kriss-kringle novels, and 
somewhat more sensational than the most of the au- 
thor’s previous stories. The second and third titles 
mentioned above are those of numbers 451 and 453 of 
Harper’s “ Library of Select Novels’ —a collection of 
works of fiction much better, in its high average of 
literary merit, than any other ever made in England 
or in the United States. If Mr. Farjeon, in his new 
book, is somewhat more sensational than usual, Miss 
Braddon is less so; and her quieter style is after all 
better fitted to show to thoughtful readers her real 
power than is her wilder manner, (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) , 


Farm Legends. By Will Carleton. New York: 
Harper & Brothers.—Mr. Will M. Carleton (he seems 
now to have dropped his middle initial) struck in his 
“ Betsey and I are out” an extremely popular vein, 
and his Farm Ballads has been a favorite book 
ever since it appeared. He has now collected into a 
handsome volume his later poems. While he still 
writes in his old and attractive manner, treating 
home and heart-themes with tenderness and natural- 
ness, he has improved in certain graces of literary 
style and seems to have subjected his poetry to a 
somewhat more careful revision, The accompanying 
pictures are not accredited to any artist, but the ad- 
mirers of Messrs. Sol. Eytinge and C. 8. Reinhart 
will readily recognize their skillful pencils. These 
artists have caught Mr. Carleton’s spirit very well. 
(For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


The Pilgrim’s Progress. By Jvbn Bunyan, IIlus- 
trated by George Thomas. New York: Robert Car- 
ter & Brothers.—Editions of the Pilgrim’s Progress 
are innumerable, the world over, and very plenty here 
in this country. But there is scarcely an edition in 
the market more pleasing than the present one. The 
type is large and clear, and the special feature, Mr. 
Thomas’s illustrations, worthy to accompany the im- 
mortal text. Mr, Thomas, a Londoner, was not an 
artist of the first rank, by any means, but he was a 
man of ideas, and an experienced and faithful 
draughtsman. Many a man of greater genius draws 
more carelessly than did he. We are glad that some 
of his pictures have been introduced to American 
readers. (For sale by the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. ) 


Personal Reminiscences of Constable and Gillies, 
Edited by Richard Henry Stoddard. New York: 
Scribner, Armstrong & Co.—Archibald Constable 
was Scott’s publisher, and the failure of his firm 
caused the great novelist to put forth the prodigious 
literary efforts which preceded his death. Archibald 
Constable and his Literary Correspondents, edited by 
his son and published in Edinburgh two years ago, 
in three big volumes, is full of interesting reminis- 
cences, and Constable is well worth a place in Mr. 
Stoddard’s gallery of notables and gossipers. This 
book closes the “ Bric-a-Brac Series,” which now 
comprises ten volumes. The set is well printed, at- 
tractively bound, and admirably edited, forming a 
library of literary anecdote in itself. (For sale by J. 
B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Miss Ashton’s Girls. By Joanna H. Mathews, 6 
vols. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers,-—Miss 
Mathews has finished her new series of books, and 
her publishers have neatly bound them in uniform 
style and put them together in a box. Each one of 
the stories is bright and readable, and yet each has 
some lesson to teach. Miss Mathews is one of our 
best writers of religious stories for girls, and these 
volumes are well worth adding to Sunday-school li- 
braries. Their titles, in order, are Fanny’s Birthday 
Gift, The New Scholars, Rosalie’s Pet, Eleanor’s Visit, 
Mabel Walton’s Experiment, and Elsie’s Santa Claus, 
(For sale by the Presbyterian Beard of Publication.) 


Gems of English Song. With an accompaniment 
for the piano- forte. Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co.— 
Many of these songs have been published and sold 
in sheet music, and are widely popular. Taking the 
retail price of sheet music as the basis, the music in 
this book would cost over #20. There are about 
seventy-five pieces in all, some of them of rare ex- 
cellence, with full piano accompaniment in good bold 
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type; and all for the small sum of $2.50. 
Most of these songs are difficult enough 
for study and practice to enable one to 
render them well, and are good enough 
to bear study and practice. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this b fhe interests of our readers will guide us 
io ing further notice. | 


Church Decoration A practical manual of ap- 
propriate ornamentati n. Edited by a Prac- 
ticat Illuminator. With sixeen full-page 
colored illustrations New York: E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co. For saie by C.axton, Remsen & 
Haffelfinger. 


Household Elegancies. Suzgestions in household 
artand tasteful home decurat ons. By Mrs. 
©, 8. Jones and Henry T. Williams. Price 
$1.50. New York: Henry T. Withiams.. For 
sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


Currenoy and Loree By Bonamy Price, Pro- 
fessor of Political Economy in the University 
of Oxford. New York: Vv. Appleton & Co. 
For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Harlelfinger. 


The History of the Robins. By Mrs. Trimmer. 
Wi'h 70 illustrations by Giacornelli. London: 
T. Nelson & Sons. Fur sale by T. Neilson & 
Sons in New York. 


Stories from the Lips of the Teacher. Retold by 
a Disciple. New Yor«: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 
forsale by J.B Lippincott & Co, 


Challen’s Holiday Arabian Nights’ Entertain- 
ments. Aladain, A i Baba, Sinbad. Price 30 
cents. Puiimdeiphia: Howard Challen. 


The Peep-show. Amusement and instruction for 
the young. With 380 pictures. Price $1.50. 
New York: Thomas Neison & Sons. 


Sermons to the Clergy. By Gail Hamilton. Bos- 
ton: William F. Gill & Co. For sale by C.ax- 
ton, Remsen & Haffeifinger. 


Roddy's Reality. By Helen Kendrick Johnson. 
Price $1.25. New York: G. P. Patnam’s Sons. 
Yor saie by Porter & Coates. 

The Manuscript Manual. How to prepare mannu- 
wa for the press. New York: The Author's 
Publishing Company. 


‘The Fifth Book of One Hundred Pictures. Phila- 
delphia; The American Sunday-school Union. 


Benny, a Christmas Poem. Philadelphia: Howard 
Cuallen. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 





A NEGLECTED Cova, Cop, or SoRE 
THROAT, which might be checked by a 
rimple remedy, like “‘ Brown's Bronchial 
Troches,” if allowed to progress may 
terminate seriously. 


Mr. Jas. P. MuRRELL, of St. Louis, 
attests to the perfect preservation of a 
body after interment of seventeen years 
ia a Metallic Burial Case, made by 
Messrs. CRANE, Bregp & Co, of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 


A nice and suitable Ho.ipay Grrr is an $8 or a 
8 Box of THE ALLAN HAY COMPANY'S un- 
rivalled Laundry Soap. With each one sold the 
Manufacturers present a box of their celebrated 


WINDSOR COMPANY'S TOILET SOAP. 
No charge for cartage. Depot 50 E. 23d Street. 


THe LABOR oF Love, a beautifully illustrated 
Gospe' Monthly, printed on tinted paper, and con- 
ta | each month a choice piece of music—is 
very ighly commended by many Coristian 
workers, Eighteen oot. nore ten copies 
or over copy . Any person order- 
ing before Janoay 1 ere and inctosing the sub- 
scription price for the year, will be entitled toa 
copy of the superb Christmas number, for every 
co ¥ so ordered, free. Send for sample cupy. 
ae . ae Erwin A. Wrs0n, Publisher, Springfield, 
linois, 


GIVEN AWAY! GIVEN AWAY! 
A FRAMED OIL CHROMO FREE, 
READ !! THINK AND BELIEVE!! 

All for 75 «ental 
Au elegant framed Oi] Chromo, size 8-10 inches, 
is presented free to every subscriber of the Fire- 
side Gazette, & monthly journal of choice readi 
matter Now is your chance. Send 75 cents, and 
10 cents to prepay the postage (85 cents in all), 
and we will send our elegant framed Oi] Chromo 
by mall, postpaid, and the Fureside Gazette for one 
year, This framed Chromo would cost at least $2 
in any art store. Only 75 cents buys you a good 
monthly paper for one year anda fine Chromo 
ineased in an elegant carved black walnut and 
gilt frame, with carved leaf corners. Any one 
who wivhes to adorn their homes at a small out- 
lay, now is your time. 

Agee wanted in every city, town, and hamlet 
in the world, to whom we a'low 25 cents on every 
subscriber obtained. Any boy or girl can easily 
get upa large club. Send for outtt at once and 
wet the start. A SINGER's $70 Sewing Machine 
given to any one who gets up aciubd of 170 sub- 
scribers. Any lady can easily get this number of 
subscribers in less than a week's time. Agents 
send 75 cents for our outfitand commence tne 
canvass immediatelv. 

ae EVERY BODY-“@a 
Send 75 cents (and ten cents extra for postage) 
and we will forward our elegant framed Chromo 
and the Preside Gaz: tie for one year Our ( hromos 
are eorefally papked, 00 they will not get dam- 
aged, send rR 


orders to 
Cc. B. THOMPSON, Publisher, 





Bridgewater, Conn. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


PERIODICALS. 


St Nicholas andthe Holidays, 


SOMETHING OF INTEREST TO 
BOYS AND GIRLS. 





How shall we describe St. Nicnoras ? 
Editors and critics confess that they cannot 
say enough in its praise. The poet Whit- 
tier says: ‘It is little to say of St. Nicno- 
LAS, that it is the best Child’s Periodical in 
the world ;’’ Charles Dudley Warner writes : 
‘** I do not see how it cap be made any bet- 
ter: and if the children do not like it, it is 
time to change the kind of children in this 
country.” 1e Christian Union says: ‘It 
is a delightful magazine for children of all 
5 TP boo five to eighty-seven ;” and the 

nter-Ocean adds: ‘‘It is an institution of 
which Young and Old America is as proud 
as England is of ‘Punch.’” Such a num- 
ber was never seen before as the 


HOLIDAY NUMBER ! 


What a wealth of story, of pictures, and 
of song! What stores of fun and frolic, 
and fact and fancy, within its covers! So 
many authors and artists have contributed 
to it! It defies description ! 

There is a frontispiece, ‘‘Sr. Curisto- 
PHER,”’ with its beautiful Legend in verse b 
H. H. There are Srorres by Lovisa M. 
Axcortt and J. T. Trowprineger, and a CLER- 
GYMAN’s Farry TALE (Rev. Epwarp KEe- 
GLESTON), besides the Srrrats by Noan 
Brooks and Bayarp Taytor. Then there 
are all the other Skercues, and Storres, and 
Poems, and Pictures, with Jack-INn-THE- 
Putrit, THe Youna Contrisutors, THE 
Letrer-Box, Tue Rrippie-Box, and the 
* Paces for Very LitTLe Forks,” etc., etc. 
But this is a 


CHRISTMAS NUMBER! 


It represents Christmas in the East, 
Christmas in the West, Christmas in the 
North, and Christmas in the South : in the 
Arctic Regions; among the Orientals; in 
the Tropics and in the home of the West 
Wind And, besides all this, we have 


“THE DAY BEAUTIFUL” 


in its Legendary and Christian significance 
—a fit crowning of a 


PERFECT HOLIDAY NUMBER. 


But Christmas is the time to buy the 
bound volumes. An English gentleman 
lately sailing for home took TEN copies as 
presents to his own children and the chil- 
dren of his friends. To be appreciated, 
these volumes need only to be seen. 

In the two-volume edition each is com- 
plete in itself, and they are sold singly or 
together. 

en there is a four-volame edition— 


A MAGNIFICENT PRESENT FOR A WHOLE 
FAMILY OF CHILDREN, 


These volumes contain more than 1,500 
large octavo pages; have five completed 
Seriav Srories, ides hundreds of shorter 
Stories, Poems, Sketches, Rhymes and 
Jingles, etc., etc. ; 

WITH FIFTY FULE-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, 
AND A THOUSAND OTHER BEAUTIFUL 
PICTURES. 

No family where there are Litrie Fouks, 
Youna Foiks, or O_p Forks, should be 

without St. NicHonas. 

NovEMBER and UEcEMRER numbers free 
to all new subscribers for 1876. 

Do not wait until Curistmas, but sub- 
scribe at the nearest Boox Srorg, or send $3 
to us fora year’s subscription, or $10 for a 
YEAR’'s SUBSCRIPTION AND THE Two Bounp 
Vouiumes, which we will send, all charges 


id 
*“SCRIBNER & CO., 743 BROADWAY, N. Y. 


Scholars’ | S | Stiff 
Quarterly} Q } Cover 
And A | Cloth 
Lesson | L | Binds 
Paper P | Strong 
Cover C | Keeps 
And A | Papers 
Binder {| B | Nice 








Twenty centssingle. Fifteen Dollars per hundred. 
EBEN SHUOTE, 


International 8. 8, Supply Company, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


INNING WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 

for the Young ows in favor each year. 

Published nionthly and semi-monthly. Send for 

a Specimen before ordering your Sunday-school 
Paper for 1876, ALFRED MARTIEN, 

21 S. seventh St., Poila. 


~ BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS, 


English and American editions, for sale at very 
low prices, at the Depository of the Pennsylvania 
Bibie Society, Corper of Walnut and venth 
Streets, Philadelphia. 








NEW ? PUBLICATIONS. . 
HENDERSON’S 


Sunday-School Livrary Record 


NEW AND IMPROVED. 


Mailed, postpaid, on receipt of price, $1.25, by the 
Pablisher, 
FAIRBANKS & CO. 


54 & 56 Madison Street, Chicago. 


Th Intentional, 8, Lesson 


or 1876G. 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD a month'y 
pepper, containing Exp anations by the REv. JNo. 

ALL, D.v., of New York ; Talks for In‘ant-Class 
Yeachers, by Mrs. A. W. KNox, and other helps 
on the Lessons, for Pastors, Superintendents, 
Teachers, Parents, and Advanced Scholars. Only 
50 cents a year, in advance. By Mail, 60 cents; 
in clubs. 55 cents, 7. 

LESSON PAPERS FOR SCHOLARS, THREE 
GRADES. 1. Advanced. 2. Intermediate. 3 Pri- 
mary, with Pictures. Each, 100 copies per year, in 
advance, $900. By Mail, $9 50, postage paid. The 
same rates for 10 copies and over. 

THE SCHOLARS’ HAND-BOOK, PART V. By 
REv. EDWIN W. Rick A complete Scholar's Com- 
mentary, and a help for teachers on the Interna- 
tional Lessons, from January to July, 1876. Frice, 
10 cents ; 100 copies, $8 00. . 

THE CHILD'S WORLD, containing Pictorial 
Articles for THE CENTENNIAL YEAR. and on 
selected Lessons, by the editor, Rev. R NEwrTon, 
D.D., and other choice ‘llustrated reading by the 
best writers. 100 copies, per year, in advance, 
monthly, $17.09; semi-monthly, $24.00. By Mail, 
——. $13.00; semi-monthly, $26.00, postage 
paid. he same rates for 10 copies and over 
Single subscription copies, 25 cents monthly ; 50 
cents semi-monthly. 

The International Lessons, Texts, Golden Texts, 
and Central Truths, January to July, 1876. 64mo, 
paper. 50 cents per 100. 

eview Charts on sheets 34 by 5 feet, in large, 
bold type, to be viewed by the whole school. Pub- 
= quarterly, i oe - : 

EE 8 view Paper, containing plans 
for viewing, with Suggestions and Questions, 
ore hola -+>* Paper, with R Bibl 

A v8 view , wit ezponsive Bible 
Readings, etc. Quarterly, each, $1.00 per 10. 

Catalogues and specimen copies of tne Periodi- 
cals and Review papers furo)shed gratuitously, 
and subscriptions received at the society’s De- 
positories as fo'lows: 

A. KIRKPATRICK, 1122 Chestnut St, Phila. 

G. 8. SCOFIELD, 8 and 10 Bible House, N. Y. 

J. A. CROWLEY, 40 Winter Street, Boston. 

W. R. PORT, 98 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 

8. PAXSON, 207 North Sixth Street, St Louis 


~ SEND FOR SAMPLES 


“Heavenly Tidings, ° 


(SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPER,) 
Before ordering for the new year. 
Address, FAIRBANKS & Co., Chicago, Ill. 





THE EARLY DAWN. 


This isa al oe per. made up of original 
and carefully selec articles, handsomely i!lus- 
trated with new cuts, and a. for distribu- 
tion in Sabbath-schools, and by Young Men's 
Christian Associations, and as an aid to ajl who 
are engage’ in evangelical work among the peo- 
ple. Its matter is partly religious and partly se- 
cular; and is selected with a view to average 
wants, to cheer hearts, and brighten homes, while 
witnessing to the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. 


IT IS AN INVALUABLE AID TO CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
EVERYWHERE. 


Send two-cent stamp for sample copy and price 
list. Farnished at an average rate of 14 cents a 
year. We also publish 
WORK AND PLAY, 
An ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE for Boys AND GIRLS, 
It contains Kdward Steriing’s Leiters on Eastern 
Life, illustrating the Customs of Palestine and 
Egypt i also Stories of Adventure, Sketches in Na- 
History, Fairy Stories, Poems, Puzzles, etc. 

WorK AND Play can be confidently com- 
mended as a guest sure to be welcomed and 
trusted in the household. It is hea)thy and bright 
in tone, and charms young and old alike. 

In the size, beauty and number of its [llustra- 
tions, and in variety of entertaining reading mat- 
ter it is unsurpassed by any magazine of Low 
Price. The aim is to make it both attractive aud 
instructive, and to bring it within reach of all. 
Price $1.10, postage prepaid. 

Club Rates: 
Ten Copies, to one Address, postpaid, $ 8 50 
Twenty Copies, ‘* os 15.00 

Sample copies, ten cents. No al cards. 

Agents Wanted. A liberal Commission offered. 


CHAS. W. JENKINS, 
57 Bible Heuse, New York. 


20 NEW 
CHOICE GIFT BOOKS ! 


FOR HOLIDAYS. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1512 Chestaut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





(Vol. XVII., No. 51. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC! 


Prof. Wm. Johnson, leader of the singing at 
Bethany Sunday-school, Pniladelphia, speaks in 
terms of warm approval of the two pieces of 
Christmas muiic, 


“LIST! OH, LIST! THE JOY BELLS RING,” 


AND 
“TIOSANNA SONG,” 

the former published in THE SUNDAY-8CH9OI 
Times for Decemb>r 11, and the latter to appear 
in the December 25th number. i 

Either piece of music wil! be sent, in sheet 
form. to any address, postage paid, for $200 per 
hundred copies. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


European Manufacturers of Rubber 
Goods in the Background. 


The fame of 
our beautiful 
Gossamer Rub- 
ber Clothing, 
for Ladies’ and 
Gentlemen's 
storm use, has 
extended to 
Europe. Rub- 
ber manufac- * 
turers there 
readily admit 
their superi- 
ority to any 
ever made by YH 
them in light 
weight, strength, 
im perviousness 
to salt or fresh 
water, «nd total 


GOSSAMER RUBBER CLOTHING CO., 
289 Devonshire St., Boston. 


N. B —Send Postal Card for our new Illustrated 
Circu'ar. To introduce our goods where they are 
not sold at retail, we will, on receipt of the fol- 
lowing, send by mail : 

1 Gent’s Coat, $10.00. 1 Gent's Hat, $2 00. 

1 Ladies’ §6-in. Cape, 8.25. “Cap. 1.25 

Ba Please state that you saw this noticein THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


absence of ad- 
hesion under 
any circum- 
stances in the 
hottest of wea- 
ther. We also 
make Ladies’ 
and Misses’ 
Gossamer Leg- 
gins and Dress 
Shields, Gossa- 
mer Hats and 
Caps for Gen 
tlemen, and 
Gossamer Um- 
brellas, the 
only real wa- 
ter-proof ™m- 
brella made. 














IIOLIDAY PRESENTS. 





HOWARD TALLMAN & CO, 
(Successors to E G. Stongs & Co.,) 
HARDWARE MERCHANTS, 607 Market St., Phil’a., 
Have on hand a Complete Assortment of Goods 
in their line for the Holidays. viz.: Skates, Tool 
Chests Scroll Saws, Fine Pocket and Table Cut- 

lery, Scissors in Cases, Etc. 








CONFECTIONERY, ETC. 


SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS ! 


—TO— 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 


CROFT, WILBUR & 00., 


No. 1226 MARKET ST., 


Manufacturers of the finest 


Confectionery, Chocolate and Cocoa, 


For family use and presents Will give a liberal 
discount for 


-SUNDAY-SCHOOL FESTIVALS. 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 


FESTIVALS. 


Any Sunday-school planning to hold a holiday 
fes*ival will do well to arrange for its supply of 


ICE CREAM, FINE CONFECTIONERY, ETC., 


with H. M. MORSE, 3936 Locust Street, Philadel- 
hia. 
” A LARGE VARIETY AT FAIR PRICES. 


STEPHEN F. WHITMAN & SON 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Inimitably Fine Confections, 


CHOCOLATE AND COCOA, 


FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS. 


CHOICE MIXED CONFECTIONERY, 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL FESTIVALS. 
S. W. Cor. 12th & Market Sts., 

PHILADELPHIA. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 


THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 


OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


913 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 








December 1 18, —e 


eons ETC, 








SCRIBNER 


FOR 


JANUARY. 


HALE’S HISTORICAL NOVEL BEGUN. 


cI 


The January number of Scrisxer has 
both a Centennial and a holiday flavor, It 
opens with 


“NEW YORK IN THE REVOLUTION,” 


and a picture of Christmas in New York, 

one hundred years ago, celebrating the good 
deed of an Attorney at Law, which, accord- 
ing to the author of the article, * has kept 
his memory green fora century.” A sketch of 


CHRISTMAS IN BOSTON, 


in 1775, is given in Mr. Scudder’s story of 
**Capid and Mars.’’ The Centennial 
crops out again in the fresh installment of 


“REVOLUTIONARY LETTERS,” 


and in the opening chapters of 


“PHILIP NOLAN’S FRIENDS; 


Or, Show your Passports.’’ 


BY EDWARD EVERETT HALE. 


Here we get a glimpse of Washington 
himself, through the eyes of an old gossip, 
whose story you don’t know whether to be- 
lieve or not. The Christmas feeling comes 
up again in 


“ THE KING'S CHRISTMAS,” 


and in ** Vino Santo.’’ But another 
marked characteristic of this number is sug- 
gested by its household papers. Mr. Bur- 
ROUGHS, author of ** Wake Robin,” gives 
an account of his own house-building, with 
plans, and Mr. CLrarence Cook resumes his 
papers on house-furnishing and decoration, 

under the title of 


“Beds and Tables, Stools and Candlesticks.” 


The number also contains ** Childhood’s 
Fancies,’’ by Col. Higginson; ** Hooks 
and Eyes,’’ by Hen Eckford ; ‘6 Pic- 
tures of the Frenc Renaissance,” 
by Wendell Lamoroux; ** Elementary 
Wencation in Engiand and Wales,”’ 
by Henry G. Taylor; ‘** Norwegian 
‘Traits,’’ by A.S. Packard ; and additional 
poems by E. C. Stedman, Mrs. 8. M. B. 
. Celia Thaxter, H. H. Boyesen, and 
H. Stoddard. Five chapters of 


. . GABRIEL CONROY.” BY BRET HARTE, 


carry the story on through scenes of abun- 
dant incident and interest. 

In “ Topics of the Time,” Dr. Holland 
writes about ‘‘ The Centennial,’ “The 
Coming Man,” “ The Prices of Books, ” and 
“A Cure for Gossip. ”» “Phe Old Cabinet’’ 
has something about the sentimentalist, in- 
terpretation, criticism, etc. ‘‘ Home "and 
Society,” ‘“‘ The World’s Work,” etc., dis- 
cuss home economies, books, ‘inventions, 
etc.; and Bric-a-Brac is unusually enter- 
taining. 

The number is exquisitely illustrated ; it 
contains 115 pages, and gives D arsig w that 
ScriBNER will redeem its pledge to be bet- 
ter than ever during ** The Centennial 
Year.’? Besides the features already an- 
nounced, there are to be others during the 
year that will be entirely novel in our ma- 
gazine literature. 

November and December numbers free to 
all new subscribers for 1876. $400 a year; 
35 cents a Number. 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 


EVANGELICAL. UNDENOMINATIONAL, 
AMERICAN 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKER, 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


Reduced rates for 1876. 
$1.20 per annum. Send for sample. Address 
the + pubiusher, CHARLES B. HOLMES, 608 North 
Fourth meanad St. Louis, Mo. 


LADIES 

desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 

under their charge, are respectfully invited to 

address the undersigned. Liberal arrangements 

will be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. 

Special terms to clergymen. 

WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 

Hartford, Conn. 


HOLLER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that you saw this in Tuk Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES.) 


Single copies. 








THE Rsenstccincwmil SCHOOL TIM ES. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





REV.DR. RUFUS W.CLARK’S 
Commentary on the 


Inlernational %. 8. Lessons, 


FOR 1876, 
is now ready, giving just the in- 
formation needed by Sunday- 
school Teachers in preparing 
their lessons. 1 Volume, 12mo., 
$1.00. Sold by allt Booksellers, 


and sent by mail on receipt of 


price by the Publishers, 
DODD & MEAD, 
751 Breadway, N. Y. 


You NTBTH YD 


FOR YOUR 


STUDY, SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
BiBLE-CLASS, AND HOME, 


THE NEW AND 


COMPREHENSIVE MAP 


OF THE 


Holy Land and Bible History, 


The size of the 
on hea 
vass bi 


is four ft feet, printed 
cahenauned paper, wi can- 
, and mounted on Re. ler and Cornice. 


JAMES H. V. SMITH, 
Publisher & Proprieter. 


Send (three-cent stam gg _ Complete 
Circulars to JAMES V. SMITH & CO., No. 
60 East Washington St., Indianapolis, Indiana. 


This MAP is highly commended by The Sun- 
day-school Times, S. S. Journal, S. 8S. Teacher, 
Herald and Presbyter, Christian Times and Witness, 
and the numerous ‘Advocates, and many proml- 
nent Sunday school Workers. 


THREE 


CHOICE BOOKS. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


I. 


“MIAN IN THE MOON, 


And Other People.’® $2.00. 
By R. W. RAYMOND. 


“The most charming of the children’s gift 
book:.”—Springfield Republican. 


It. 


“HEADS AND TAILS: 


Studies and Stories of Pets.” $2.00 
By GRACE GREENWOOD. 


“Like all of Grace Greenwood’s books, always 
attractive and in season. . . The mechanical 
execution of this v: lume cannot be too highly 
praised.”—St. Louis Central Bayptiet 





11. 


“SIR PHILIP SIDNEY: 


His Life and Times.’’ $1.50. 


“A book well deserving the beautiful binding 
and printing into which the Fords have put it. 
. . Shows & grace and skill of workmanship 
that make it a rare biography.”—Y. }. Mai. 


4&@-For sale everywhere, or mailed, post-paid 
on receipt of price, by 


J. B. FORD & CO., New York. 


The Best Holiday Books, 


WHITTIER’S 


MABEL MARTIN, 


Superbly Illustrated, $5.; Morecco, $10. 


LITTLE CLASSICS, 


16 volumes of the Best Short Stories, Sketches, and 
Poems in English and American literature, $1 each 


az-The set mates a Beautiful Gif... 


VEST-POCKET SERIES. 


WHITTIER’S Snow-Bound. L[lustrated. 
LONGFELLOW’S Evangeline. Tlustrated. 


EMERSON’S Select Essays. Th'ee in a volume. 
2 volumes, Very pretuly bound, 50 cents each. 


Songs of Three Centuries, 


Selected by J. G. WurtTrgR, with Introductory 
Esssy. Household Edition. $2. Holiday Edition, 
$3.50. A book of remarkable value. 

4@-For sale by all Booksellers, or sent, post 
paid, on receipt of price by the Publishers, 


JAMES R. OSGOOD & CO., BOSTON, 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





LOOK oOuT 
FOR 


Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 
NEW 


Illustrated Christmas Story! 


READY DECEMBER 1th. 


A NOBLE BOOK! 


24th Thousand Now Ready of 


CRTTING ON IN THE WORLD 


OR HINTS ON SUCCESS IN LIFE, 
BY WILLIAM MATHEWS, LL.D. 


12mo. Cloth $2.25; full gilt edges $2.50. 


“ One of the best books for young men America 
has ever gotten up "—Bishop Gilbert Haven. 

“No more helpful or appr-priate gift for a 
young man ora young woman can be found in 
all the realm of our literature.”—Christian na, 
Boston. 

“Worth any day ten times its cost for the tenth 
part it contains! A book fuller of sensib'e sense 
and sounder soundness we have not seen for a 
long day. It isa p rfect jewel box of aphorisms, 
— counsels, ——. illustrations, tacts, 

etc.” —Sunday-school Times. 

i: “f believe I shonld have had a larger measure 
of success, if I read such a work some thirty 

years I know of no book which could be of 
igo practical value to young men.— President 

University. 

At man who reads this volume will 
have his pulse ——— his moral vision clari- 
fied, his faith and strengthened,’’— Rev. 
Dr, Curry, Richm eC. 


4&@- Sold by all booksellers, or will be sent post 
paid on receipt of the price by 


8. C. GRIGGES & CO., Publishers, 
25 Washington §t., Chicago. 


WEDTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK. 


FOR 1876. 
BY THE REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER & SCHOLAR. 
PRICE $18 PER 100 NET. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa, 





a&@- To prevent de‘ay in the receipt of the 
tion — schools wi'l please aly as ear 


possi bl ‘We would itke to have such or 
now, and deliver the bocks during Decem! 
JOHN A. BLACK, 


Business Supseptentass. 


J UST. ISSUED 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
(334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


How to Teach the Little Folks 


FOR INFANT SCHOOLS, 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS. 
By Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, 


and Mrs. Partridge. 
18mo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents. 


Please address orders to 


JOHN A, BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


TUDIES 


BY SEP. WINNER, 
JUST PUBLISHED. 


Book No. |, tor Organ and Piano. { Bass. 

Book No. 2, for Violin, Viola, Violoncello, and Double- 

Book No.3,for Flute, Fife, Piceolo, F lagevliet and Clarionet 

wae Either book in buard covers, $1; in paper, 75 cts. 

One sample copy each, postpaid, beards, 75 cts.; paper, 

A Cle. 

WHITNEY’S MUSICAL GUEST 
For 1876 wi!! contain $24 worth of New Music. 
Largest circulation of any musical journal in the 

Uuited States. Excellent Editorials, Sketches of Travels, 

Original Stories, and the choicest of Music. Pages are 

sheet-music size. $1.10 per year, in advauce. Specimen 
py W cents. 


SONGS +. BIBLE | 


BOOK OF GEMS for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Contains new Hymns and Tunes by best writers ; 
beautiful Soug for every Bible Lesson and Guat 
School oceasion, adapted to the Popular Praise Meet 
ings. Single copy, aes SEED. pee duz. 

Specimen page 


W.W WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


PARTIAL LIST 


TEACHERS’ PERIODICALS 


FURNISHED BY THE 


INTERNATIONAL 8. §. SUPPLY CO., 


36 Bromfield 8t., Boston, 
EBEN SHUTE, Manager. 








Special Prices given when assortments of 
Teacners and Scho papers are taken. 
Send word what is wanted and get our figures. 


bere Pe Times............ 





lust Christian Weekly 
Dlustrated Bible studies...... 
Nationa! BSunday-School Teacher............... - 150 
Working Church ree Tt 
Sunday school Teacher's Journal... ectitinete cect AO 
Baptirt Teacher..........0.+-0--00+0« » 4% 


International Lenos Monthl 
Sunday school World... 
Union Bible La nie 
Christian at Work... 
The Afvance............... 


The Con onalist... ion 
Zion's Histald..... cada 
Watehman and Era (combined)... poco shemdnsncoost 3) 
The Normal Ciasa, osau 
















eocscccce «= LM) 

Blackboard Outiines.........-..- .ngce chiamtiihliieouhiets 300 

Leaf Cluster, 4.00 

AMETICAN MOSSENGET.......cccerersesererrecerreereeeee — BH 

tian Banner......... oo 50 

Publisher»’ prices for single copies yee | _ 
pone Yee postage. Combination and class on 


Also Dower Kinds of Lesson Papers and Chil- 
dren’s Illustrated Monthlies. Send forcireulars to 


EBEN | SHUTE, 
Internation! S. 8S. Supply Company, 
36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 





A Monthly Magazine for Young Folks. 
Edited by H. V. OSBORN & 

Each number handsomely illustrated, and brim 
ful of interesting Reading, Sketches, Puzzles, Cha- 
rades, ete. Popular with the boys and 
cause it amuses and instructs. A favo te with 
parer ts because it is pure and safe. Only $1.60 
at year, post-paid. 

A dress the Roock & WALDEN, Cincinnati, 
Chicago, or tt. Louis; or NELsuN & PHILLIPS, 
New York. 


SONGS Om 


R 2 ROBINSON'S 
gen a une 18 Books 


Se RM me ScTun iron } 


AL SONGS 


sr ae a (AL SINGING. 


Sr aE CONGREGAT!O! ae Ger 


a, VHAPEL SONGS S" 


hawt THE SOCIAL MEETING & FAMILY: 
got Becten bage- corms Ke. caueeen 


Ph A inst ca 


New York, Chicago & New Orleans 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


Kaub, Frymier and Eiwards, 


SUCCESSORS TO 
B. DORSEY & SONS, 


China, Glass & Queensware, 


Have just re ohteay A an ass exrtaanetoe and varied as- 
sor'ment of Fane table for Honrpay 
FRESENTS, consisting 4 Tea on Dinner Set~, 
Chamber Sets, ‘J ollet tets. ologne Sets, Smoker 
Sets, Bud and Flower Vases Motto Curs and 
Faucers,—also an extensive assortment cf Chinese 
and Japanese War-s, Plated Ware of supe:ior 
makes. (heap for C 

Particular bention given to the decoration of 
China and Glass to order, either in full sets ort» 
match bioken sets. 

023 Market Street, Phil’a. 

OPPOSITE THE NEW POST OFFICE 


$15 SHOT GUN 





A double barrel hee or ont en 
warranted genui 
OB NO BALE ; with Pou om Tee for 
15. can be son £0. es wit ith pr 


og Srouiar to 8 
neinneti, 


ait ms 
Powe a foN? 238 ny Btrent, Cc 
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HOLIDAY GOODS. 


HOLIDAY <> PRESENTS 


UMBRELLAS AND CANES, 


AT 
M. & A. HASSLERS’ 
MANUFACTORY, 
624 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 
8 doors below Seventh Street. 


Silk, Alpaca, and Zamila Umbrellas with Pearl 
Ivory, Amber, and Cornelian Handles. Gold 
Silver, and Ivory head Canes. 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Headquarters for 
Novelties, Fans, Combs, Fancy Jewelry, 
Leather, Toilet, Useful and Ornamental 
Goods, and Manufacturer of Umbrelias 
M. DIXON, 21 S. highth Sircet, Phila. 


Soc. Go 29c. 
TO THE 


GREAT BOSTON 98¢. STORE, 


FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS, 
227 N. Eighth St., Philadeiphia. 
cents. 


fm TOTEM. 
‘% An amusing and instruct- 
aA ive game for children 
ian Finely illustrated. Sent 
. WM. R. GOULD, Sue- 
cessorto WEST & LEE 
GAME CO., Worcester, 

= -. a88. 
: Send three cent stamp 
for catalogue of games. 














postpaid for twenty-tive 


pee JEWELRY, DIAMONDS reset to order 
18-karat gold En ement and Wedding Rigs 
T. W. BAILY'S, Jeweller, No. 622 MARKET? st. 


BS, M. A. BINDER’S OPOCNING OF 

i Winter Bonnets and Hats, Dr.ss Trimmine: 
Laces, Fancy Goods; also Dressmaking, No. 110) 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


$3. “BEST” Printing Press. (Just Out) 

: Warranted Fa €ood as 
$500 Fresses. (With same type. ) 
Send Stamp for Specimens. 
Agents Wanted in every town. 
W.C EVANS, Inventor & Manut’r. 
50 North Ninth Street, Phil’a. 





The most useful present you can make your Pastor, 


Is A 


GENUINE GERMAN 
STUDY LAMP, 


In Brass or Nickel Plate, in great variety, at 
A. J. WEIDENER’S, 36 8S. 2d St., Phila. 


FASHIONABLE CARDS, 


A Beautiful Card Case, with 50 Elegant Visitin 
Cards with your name pestly printed on eac 
card, By mail, free of postage 50 Cents, 

4% Send your orders to 


A, 8 MASON & C0., 78 Cornhill, Bosten. 


RR. H. MACY & CO., 
MA lath St. @ 6th Ave., New York. CY 
MA The largest importers avd retailers in CY 
MA America of Dolls, Toys, and Fancy Goods, CY 
MA suitable for the Holiday trade. We occupy CY 
MA the whole block through from l4th to 18th CY 
MA treet. and for 17 years have made Holi- CY 
MA day Goods a specialty. Catalogues and il- CY 
MA luminated Centennial Cards sent free to CY 
MA any address Orders attended to with cY 


MA special care. CY 
MACY MACY MACY MacCY MACY MACY 


ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS 
= Samples for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. 
Over 100 different views of the Holy Land. 
© MESARY, Glen’s Falls, N. Y, 
Marcy’s Sciepticon and Lantern Slides. 
‘New and brilliant effects. Cirenlars free. 


SPECIAL offer to SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


~ J. MARCY, 1340 Cuestnut 87., Philadelphia. 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS | 


STEREOPTICONS, MAGIC LANTERNS. 


> SLIDES. 
E. & H. 7. ANTHONY & Co, 591 sroaoway, N. Y. 
Chromos and Frames; Stereoscopes and Views ; 
Graphoscopes, Megalethoscores, Albums and 
Phe raphs of Celebrities; Photo-Lantern Slides 
a apes alty. Manufacturers of Photographic Ma 
terlas. Awarded first premium at the Vienna 


tp DOMESTIC 


SEWING 
MACHINES. 


Liberal Terma of Ex- 

chan gefor Second-hand 
fach nes of every des- 

A eriy tier. 
DOMESTIC” PAPER FASHICNS. 


The Best Patterns made. S nd 5cts. for Catalogue. 


Address DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINE CO. 
Agents Wantep. “G@ NEW YORK. 





| J.& GH GTBSO 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


HOLIDAY Goons. 


CORNUCOPIAS 










FOR { 7 OUR Cor- 
CHRISTMAS \ nucopias | 
TREES are some- 
ant thing en- 
rm . tirely new in 
SUNDAY- , 
\ design and are 
{ 
SCHOOL \ | beautifully il 
FESTIVALS. | Lustrated. 
Send for They fold flat for 
PRIC ES \ transportation and 
\ can be forwarded 
AND \ 
\ / by mail toany part 
SAMPLES \ of the U. 8 ft 
/ 
TO gross lvts 
CORNELL & SHELTON, 


Birmingham, Coun. 


CONCERTO ORGANS 
are themost beautifal im 
style and perfect (tone ever 
made. The CONCERTO 
STOP isthe best ever pla- 
ced inany Organ. It is pre- 
duced by anextrr set 
3 of reeds, peculiarly 

a voiced, the EEFECT 
Roof which ia 


WATERS’ 



















, SOU L-STIRRING, 
while its TWIT A- 
TION of the HUMAN 
VOICE IS SUPERB. 
a WATERS’ NEW 
7 es ORCHESTRAL, and 
Fey ; . VIALESTE OR- 
= = GANS, in Unique 
French Cases, cotnbine PURITY of VOLCING 
with great volume of tone. 
WATERS’ NEW SCALE PIANOS 
have great power and a fine singing tone, with 
all modern improvements, and are (ie BEST 
PIANOS MADE. Taese Organs and Piano 
are warranted for six years, 
TREMELY LOW /or eash or part cash anv 
balance in monthly payments. Pianos and 
Organs to rent until paid for as per contract. 
AGENTS WANTED. Special inducements to 
the trade. A liberal discount fo Tecchers, Min. 
isters, Churches, Schools, Lodges, elc. Ulustrated 
Catalogues Mailed. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, 
481 Broadway, New York. P.O. Box 3567 


Mrs.W H Helweg.] Established 1854. [P. Kessel. 
HELWEG & CoO.,, 


FINE BOOTS AND SHOES, 
No. 614 ARCH ST, PHILA. 


Gents’ and Boy’s Boots, Shoes and Gaiters always 
on hand and made to order. Repsirin 
promptly attended to. Ag-Orders from ab 
always receive special attention. 





OHURCH FURNITURE, ETC. 


Emblems. Sentences 


and Texts. 

Silk Banners $5 each. 
Banners for Interior De- 
corations $3 each. 
Stenciling done to order. 


a@-Send for Circular.-ee 
T. J. POTTER, 


Room 32 Bibie House, 
New YorK. 


mJ. &R. LAMB.59.CARMINEST.N.Y 
Pulpits" CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
nJExclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Silk $. $. Banners in colors & gold, $5. 
Catalogues, 350 [llus., post-free, 15 cts. 









ROBERT PATON & SON, 


Manufacturer of 


Church and Schon Prat 


With 
Adjustable 
Top. 

A Great 


= Favorite. 
SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, &¢. 
No % Grove Street, New York. 

N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are ac- 
knowledged favorites. Bleecker Street and &sth 
Avenue cars pass within one block of the door. 
@@- Send stamp for Catalogue. 





John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting, 
Glass Stainers, Modern and 
} Antique Church Glass, &c. 
123 & 125 South Eleventh 8t., Phila. 


PRICES EX- ; 


| 
ROOFING. 


EGYPTIAN ROOFING. 











More Durable than Tin. 
LESS THAN ONE-HALF THE COST. 

| FOR STEEP OR FLAT ROOFS. 

' Can be applied by inexperienced persons. 

Turned out by machinery. A finished roofing 


ready to lay on the building, warranted ten years 
Send for cirenlarand sample. AGENTS WANTED. 


MORSE & MINER, Manufacturers, 
105 N. Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


Roofing shipped to any part of the country, also 
dealers in One Ply, and Triple Thick Tarred 
Roofing Felt, 3 cents per pound. Oxide Roofing 
Paint for Felt, Tin, and Shingled Roofs, 40 cents 
pe: gallon. Pitch $8 per barrel. 

PHILADELPHIA, June 7, 1875 
Messrs. Morse & MINER: 

Gents: The roofs of the three houses, Nos. 135, 
137, and 139 Noble Street, which was covered 
with your Egyptian Roofing. three years ago, are 
in periect conditionnow. Have required nothing 
done to them, and are perfectly satistactory. 

L, C. CLEEMAN, Attorney at Taw, 
No. 16 South Third Sirec t. 


INSURARCE. 


: MOsT. 
CHARMING and | 


1825. 1875. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 


| FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

| Capital, $400,000.00, - - Assets, $1,572,139 92 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM.G CROWELL, Secretary. 


iH PFNN MUTUAL LIFE IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY OF PHILA- 
DELPHIA.—Asseis Accumulated, $4.875.563.34, 
The Penn is a purely MUTUAL COMPANY. All 
ofits surplus premiums are returned to the mem- 
bers every year, thus furnishing insurance at the 
lowest possible rates. All policies non-forfeitabie 
for their value. Endowment policies issued at 
life rates. AGENTS WANTED. Apply to 
H. 8S. STEPHENS, Vice President, 
No. 921 Chestnut St., Philad’a, Pa, 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Wadinui Streets 
Established 1860. 
Assets, January 1, 1875, $4,793,444.53. 
TRUSTEES. 


Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon, Alex. G. Cattell 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Jaimnes L. Claghorn, 


George W. Hill. 

Alexander Whilidin, 

George Nugent, 

Hon. James Pollock, 

W. J. Howard, Henry E. Bennett 

Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 


aa” Charter Perpetual “@% 


GEORGE W. HILL, President 
JOHN 8S. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS. Actuary. 


i 

















Af 
"yy x r an Py »! ‘ 
THE TRAVELERS 
INSURANCE COMPANY, of Hart*‘ord, Conn., has 
written 28.000 Life Policies. and 890,000 General 
Accident Policies It has paid upwards of Two 


MILLION Two HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS in 
benefits to aeeicent policy holdeis. It sells bith 


LIFE &X ACCIDENT 


Insurance. of the Best Qna’ity on the Best Terms 
It has eash ase s of $3 600.0°O. and a surplus in 
po icy holders of over $!.3(0 000. Its premiums 
are low, its contract definite, ard its security 
eqtalto any other 


INSURANCE CoO. 


JAS G. BATTERSON, President. 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary. 
JOHN E. MOKRIS, Ass't Sec’y. 





a@e-Apnly to any Agent, or write to the 
pany at Hartford, Cunnecticut. 


Com 


Provident Life and Trust Company 
Of Philadelphia. 


ASSETS + . - . - 


Similar to the “ Friends’ Provident,” of England. 


Mortality, 


Prudent, straightforward, and economical management, 


~ - = OVER 83,000,000. 
Risks not confined to Friends, 


Striclly Mutual. 


Business Men Wanted as Agents, 


Low rates of | rst 


(Vol. XVIL., No. 51. 





EDUCATIONAL. 
.4 , r << 
FEWSMITH’S 
SCIOOL. 
Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
1008 Chestuut St., Phiia. 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 
1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 


Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on Book- 
keeping.” No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies. 
Evening sessions, after September 15th. Seud 
for circulars giving full particulars. 


WM. 


CHURCH BELIS. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 
Manufacture a Superior Quality of BELLS. CHURCH 
and CHAPEL BELLS a Speciaity. 
az [lustrated Catalogues sent free, 
BUCKEYWVE BELL FOUNDRY 
Ratablished in 183T 


Superior Bells of Copper and Tin 
mounted with the best Rotary Hang 
hoois, Farms 








Tower Clocks, Chimes, etc, Fuily 
Warrante 1. 
Llustrated Catalogue sent Free. 


WANDUZEN & TIFT. 
102 and 104 Kast Second St. Cincinnat 


AGENTS WANTED. 


$12 aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free, TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


$5 to $2 


7 A WEEK to Agents, Old and Young, Male 

and Female, in their locality. Terms and 
OUTFIT FREE. Address, P.O. VickEryY & Co., 
Augusta, Maine. 


per day at home. Samples worth $1 
free. STINSON & Co., Portiand, Maine. 


A WEEK.—Agents wanied Business per- 
WY manent. No soliciting required. For 
| Ld) further périiculars, address 

J. KENNEDY & CO., Richmond, Indiana. 
100 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 

Work popular with all denominations. 
Positively the very best chance of the year for 
first class agents. For circulars, address Hl. S. 
Govdspeed & Co., 14 Baiclay St., N. ¥. 


Agents Wanted! Medals & Diplomas 


Awarded for HOL- “ 
MANS NEW PICTORIAL BIBLES. 
1,300 Blinstratiows. Address for Circulars 


A. J. HULMAN & CO., 930 Arch St., Phila. 


AGENTS WANTED 


For Dr. March’s Great Work. 


NIGHT SCENES. 


In the Bible. Sells everywhere, and always 
pleases. The Christian Herald says—" It is full of 
truth, precious as gems ina style of golden purity 
and beauty.” Commended by Ministers of all de- 
nominations, the Press and leading men every- 
where. Send for circulars with full description. 
Thousands will be sold for M@OLIDAY 
PRESENTS. Address J. C. MCCURDY & CO., 
26 8. Seventh st , Philadelphia, Pa. 


GEYTS WANTED to take AGENTS’ 
GUIDE. Gives general information and 
instruction to agents. L want no agents. [ sell 
no goods; I only describe the goods of those who 
do. New Inventions, Novelties, New Books, Pa- 
= Magazines, everything that agents want 
post them at onee. Only 10 cents a year, pust 
paid ; nething free, 
JAMES P. SCOTT, 69 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


AGENTS *2"" GRAND NEW BOOK. 
PRESENT CONFLICT, 
of SCLENCE with RELIGION; or, 
MODERN SKEPTICISH MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The grandest theme and most vital question of the 
day. By the author of “ SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE” 
Every man, woman, and chiid wants to read it. It 
ives the Christian a reason for his faith, proves 
the wonderful discoveries of Science in harmony 
with God's Word, disproves the Tyndall! asser- 
tions, and destroys the Darwin theory. It fells 
beyond all expectation First agentsold 33, seco: d 
17, third 25. first week. First agent 31 second 
week. Everybody buysit. Avoid the sensa/sionai 
trash advertised by other publishers, and secure 
territory for this book, that sells because the peo 
le need and want it. Send for circu'ar and 
rms toagents, P. W. ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


UNDERTAKERS. 


GEaaaw JAMES McKNIGHT, 
2010 Fairmount Av. | Pornishing Undertaker 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON. 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
Ro. 1216 BACE STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


earse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shoriest 
| MNotice, Personal attendance at any hour during 
the uight or day W JAMES ATTWOOD, 
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December 18, 1875.] 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER, 


EDITOR. 


Ellinwood’s authorized verbatim reports cach 
week of Mr. Beecher’s 


Sermons i Plymouth Church. 


All his literary productions, including the char- 
acteristic ‘Star Papers,” will be given. 


SERIAL STORIES BY 


Rev. Edward Everett Hale, D.D. 
(Author of a ‘Man without a Country,” etc.) 


Hon. Albion W. Tourgee, 


Judge of the Superior Court of North Carolina 
(Author of “ Toinette,” etc.) 


Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
(Author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” etc.) 
A Comprehensive Family Religious Newspaper 
Terms $3.20 per year, postage prepaid. 


NEW AND UNUSUAL TERMS TO AGENTS. 


Cash Commissions and Competitive Premiums 
in Cash. 


$2,000 Given Away! 


SEND FOR PARTICULARS. 


HENRY M. CLEVELAND, Publisher. 
HORATIO C. KING, Ass’t Publisher. 


27 Park Place, New York. 


AGENTS WANTED for our new book on 


MOODY & SANKEY 
And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 


By an EMINENT CHICAGO DIVINE, & NEIGHBOR of 
Mr Moopy for years, and an EYE-WITNEssof, and 
PARTICIPANT in his great revival meetings in 
ENGLAND. Endorsed and approved by eminent 
Christians. Says Prest FowLsr of the Norra 
WESTERN UNIVERSITY :— May God grant this book 
a million reaters, and many converts to Christ.” 
Send for circulars to 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
1.8 RaNpOUPH 9oT., CHICAGO ILL 


HELP! 


All that Sundsy-school Tea’ hers and Scholars 
need can be found in our 
ILLUSTRATED 
AND 


LESSON LEAVES. 
The Most Evonomical Periodical for Sunday- 
school Teachers, Bible-Classes, and 
Older Scholars. 


UNSECTARIAN. 


Issued monthly as aids in preparing the lessons 
of the INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 

THE BIBL&® STUDIES, by its illustra- 
tions, incidents. and articles specially prepared 
is made particularly attractive to the youth who 
have outgrown the children’s papers. The best 
talent obiainable is employed and articles are 
presented from the most promiuent writers and 
sunday-school workers of all denominations. One 
Lesson LEaF accompanies each copy. 

THE LES3SQ@N LHAVES, which form a 
part of the ILLUSTRATED BIBLE STUDIES are su- 
perior to anything of the kind yet published. 
They have eight pages and contain, besides ques 
tions and notes, Dew songs. and at intervals a Con- 
cert Exercise, and a map or other engraving 
rrice one cent each, or 75 cents per hundred. 

‘The subscription price of the ‘ Studies” is $1 per 
year. For $1.15 we send tbe “Stud es’ one year 
and our charming Floral Crosses. For $1.40 the 
“ Studies” and the Floral Crosses in oval and gilt 


Tt BIBLE STUDIES & SMITH'S BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


On receipt of $18.00 we will send ten copies of 
the BIBLE STUDIES one year, and ten copies of Dr. 
Smith’s celebrated Bible Dictionary. e regular 
pr ce of the Dictionary is $3 00. 

The books will be sent by express from here or 
from Hartford, Ct, at expense of recipients. 

@heap Clab Rates.—wITHOUT PREMIUMS. 

5 copies STUDIES 1 year one —-. cts. each. 

( “ “ i, “ “ 5, ‘ 

4) “ “ «s 4“ “* £O 

0 ‘“ “ “ “ “ 49 “ 
Specimen copies sent to any address 


Cc. H. HOWARD « CO., Publishers, 
15k & 153 Fifth Avenue, Chicago. 


109 Fulton St, 


s 
OO K New York. 
B Eixchange. 
Furnish all new and second-hand books, maga- 
zines, and reviews. Wantsecund-hand books and 
back numbers and volumes of periodicals, Books, 
new and old, Joaned to all parts of the United 


States. Book ExcHaNGE MONTHLY, 25 cents @ 
year, gives particulars, lists of books, etc. 


JOHN B. ALDEN, Manager. 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


PERIODICALS, ETC. 








40 pp. MONTHLY. 
THE CHEAPEST MAGAZINE PUBLISHED. 


60 CENTS PER ANNUM IN CLUBS. 


LESSONS BY B. F. JACOBS. 





TERNATION 
Mart 


Fireside Talks by Rev. W. F. Crafts ; original hymns on lessons by P. P. Bliss, 
Other features by able writers. 
SEND FOR A SPECIMEN COPY. 
Yerms: $00 per annum, or in clubs of 10 or more, only 6o cents, 
Lesson Papers, 65 cents per 100. 


F. H, REVELL, Publisher, 91 Washington St., Chicago. 








MONTHLY 


1876. 


PRIMARY DEP’T. MRS. W. F. CRAFTS. 
SELECT NOTES. 1876. 


EXPLANATORY, ILLUSTRATIVE, AND PRAOTICAL. 


ON INTERNATIONAL TOPICS FOR WHOLE YEAR. 


BY REV. F. N. PELOUB.T. 


Mailed, prepaid, on receipt of $125. Interleaved Ed., Teachers, $2.00. 


They contain se’ections from 175 best writers, three maps, references from Bagster’s Bible, are purely 
Evangelical, and can be used with any Lesson Sheets or Question Books. The best and fu'le-t Com- 


mentary offered. Everybody is using it. 


HENRY HOYT, Publisher, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass, 





50,000 OF THIS SERIES SOLD WITHIN EIGHTEEN MONTHS, 50,000, 


THE 


INTERNATIONAL 


QUESTION BOOK. 


IN THREE GRADES. ON TOPICS FOR 1876. BY REV. F. N. PELOUBET. 
No.1 ApvuLts, and No 2. Yourss, contain three Maps, Bible Readings and References from Bag- 
ster s Bible, Tabular Quarterly Reviews, International Topics since 1872, and the pronunciation rightly 
marked. No. 3, YOUNGEST SCHOLARS, is in Questions and Answers, with 40 pictures, and su!)ject in 


verse. Please order early to get books prom tly. 
15 cents each volume. Interleaved Ed. of No 1 


pages) mailed, prepaid, for 50 cents. HE 


C C 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Full and authentic information in regard to 
this Church (and the Church of England); to- 
gether with its representative and be-t thought, 
and much valuable li erary and geveral reading 
can be found in The Churchmam, a 32-page weekly, 
now in its thirty-first year. Single copy ten cents; 
three months, $1; one year $4; To Clergymen $8. 
Address 713 Broadway, N. ¥., or Hartford, Conn. 


READ EVERY WORD. 


NO CONTINUED or SENSATIONAL 
STORIES IN 


THE PEOPLE’S LEDGER. 


8 Large Pages; 48 Columns of Choice Miscellane- 
ous Reading Maiter every week, together with 
articles from the pens of —_ well known writers 
as NASBY, OLIVER OPTIC, SYLVANUS COBB, 
Jn., Miss LOUISE ALCOTT, WILL CARLTON, 
J. T. TROWBRIDGE, MARK TWAIN, and Mrs. 
MARY J. HOLMES. 


SPECIAL OFFER. 

We will send the “ PEOPLE’S LEDGER” to any 
address every week for three months on trial on 
receipt of only fifty cents. 

The “ PEOPLE’S LEDGER” is an old established 
and reliable weekly newspaper. 

We are confident that you will take the 
LEDGER for a year if we canonly induce you to 
give us a trial for three months, Address 


HERMAN K. CURTISS, Publisher, 
12 School St., Boston, Mass. 


























JHE COMPANION aims to be a favorite in every 
family—looked for eagerly by the young folks, 
and read with interest by the older. Its purpose 
is to interest while it amuses; to be jndicious, 
practical, sensible, and to have really permanent 
worth, while it attrac's for the hour. 


It is handsomely illustrated, and has for con- 
tributors some of the most attractive writers in 
the country. Among these are: 


J. T. TROWBRIDGE, Loursa M. ALCOT?T, 
EDWARD EGGLESTON, Rev, W. M, BAKER, 
Dr. lL. 1. HaYks, Louisg C. MOULTON, 
Respecca H DAVIS, C, A. STEPHENS, 

ABBY MoRTON DIAZ, HaRgiet P. SPOFFORD, 
EDWARD EVERET?® HALE, GxkO. M. TOWLE, 


Its reading is adapted to the old and young, is 
very comprehensive in its character. It gives 


Stories of Adventure, Stories of Home and 
Letters of Travel, Sehool Life, 
Editorials upon Current Tales, Poetry, 

Topics, Selections for Declama- 
Historical Articles, 
Biographical Sketches, 
Religious Articles, 


on, 
Anecdotes, Puzzles, 
Facts and Incidents, 


Subscription Price, $1.75. This in- 
cludes the payment of Postage, by the publishers, 
Specimen copies sent free. Please mention what 
paper you saw thie in. 


PERRY, MASON & C@., 
41 Temple Place, Beston, Mass, 





(Teachers’ use,) 45 cents. Sample volumes (over 600 
NRY HOYT, Publisher, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 








PECADE 


he 
M. C.HAZA DITOR. e Pioneer Sunda 
School Magazine. Undenominational, Evangelical. 
Best Contributions, Best Lessons, Best Editorials. 
$1.50 per year. No S. S. Magazine so popular. 


Specimen Copy sent on application to 
Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


EREAN 
SERIES 


1876. 





Sc Ww IBLE 
= AVAL 1) LESSONS 
weet fear. 


1876. 





BEST SERIES OF LESSON HELPS PUBLISHED. 


i. Sumday-school Journal, Monthly, 
J. H. Vincent, D.D., editor. “~" ited 
to the wants of Superintendents, Teachers, and 
advanced Scholars. Single copy, sixty-five cents 
@ year, six or over to one address, fifty-five cents 


2. Lesson Leaf. Four pages a month, for 
Scholars only. 54 cents a year. $5 50 per 100. 

3- Lesson Compend. Indispensable to 
every Teacher. Isa digest of the best thoughts. 
and explanations of the best Bible Scholars of all 
ages, in connection with the lessons for the year. 
Per copy, sixty cents. 

4. rean Question Book. Contains 
every lesson for the year, with Scripture, Topic, 
Text, Questions, Outlines, eic., etc. Price, 15 


5. Pictore Lesson Pap: r. For Primary 

Classes. Eight pages a mon Is the most ele- 

t “Juvenile” in America. So arranged that 

t can be divided into four pages, one for each 

Sunday in the month. Price, twenty-six cents 
per annum. 

6. The Leaf Cluster. Quarterly. Leaves, 
each 28-36 inches in size, Li in colors. 
Bold, beautiful type. Printed on paper. 
Price, per year. $4; per quarter, $1. iil serve a 
class of any size fur a year May be protitably 
used in mission schools and for general review 
in.@1] schools. Every infant-class in the country 
should have a copy. 

7. Whedon’s Commentary. Vol. III. 
O d Testament Series. Joshua to | Samuel. By 
M. 8. Terry. Price, $2.50 And Vol. III, New 
Testament Series. Acts and Romans. By Dr. 
Whedon Price $1.75. 

The volumes on the Old Testament are larger, 
and contains over a third more matter, than those 
on the New Testament. 

All subscriptions to either of the periodicals 
must expire with March, June, September, or 


December. 

The postage is prepaid by the Publishers, as re- 
quired by law. 

Cash must accompany each order. 


Address,” 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 806 Broadway, N, Y. 


NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 
12mo. 8 pages, in clear type, containing four 


carols. Music ow. p casing and artistic. 
oressiy adapted for Sunday-school Christmas 


festivals, Price, 6 cents; $5.00 per 100 Copies. 
PUBLISHED BY 
LUTHERAN BOOK STORE, 
L1l7 North Sixth Street, Philadelphia 









already sold, demand increasing. Full of thri ' 
— and —_— illustrations, a 3 — - 
eager t it, and more good agents are n 

at at fits are splendid. For particulars 
address HUBBARD B ., Publishers, 723 San- 
som Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


- INCOMPARABLY THE BEST, 


And the only Unabridged, Enlarged, and 
Corrected Edition of 


DR. WM. SMITHS 


DICTIONARY of THE BIBLE 


Comprising its Antiquities, Biography, Geog- 
raphy, and Natural History, 


IS THAT EDITED BY 


Prof. HORATIO B. HACKETT & EZRA ABBOT, LL.D. 


“Tn short, it seems that we have to thank 
America for the most complete work of the kind 
in the English, or, indeed, in any other lan- 
gua oy oe ane 

e grounds of its superiority to the English 
edition of the same work are these: 

500 more pages and 10@ more engravings in 
the American edition than in the original English 

American scholars represented. 

More than 1,000 errors of reference corrected. 

An Index of Scripture Illustrations, 56 coil 
umns, in the American edition only. 


4 VOLS. 3667 PAGES. 596 ILLUSTRATIONS. 








Price, In cloth, beveled edges, - - $26 00 
“In full sheep, - . - - 30.00 
“ In half morocco, - - - : 35.00 
“ In half calf,extra, - - - - 3600 
“  Infullealf, - - - 46,00 


HURD & HOUGHTON, Sew York, 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge, Mass. 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS | 
NO GIFTS BETTER APPRECIATED !! 


JUST OUT--NEW, FRESH & HANDSOME 


Gems of English Song. 


A perfect collection of songs, with piano ac- 
com paniment, comprising over 75 of the choicest 
Songs, Ballads, Duets and Quartets known; se 
lec. ed with great care, and with especial regard 


to quality and popularity. 
232 pages, fult music size. 


The N. Y. Huening Mai’ says: “A most extraor- 
dinary co lection of really fiue songs. *** One 
could hard) ne sO many veritable gems 
could be contained in a single volume. 

Price, $2 50 plain ; $3.00 in muslin ; $4.00 full gilt. 


Of the same form and price, full music size, are 
Gems of Strauss. 


A new edition, comprising over 100 best Strat.ss 
Wal etc., etc. 


Organ at Home. 
Musical Treasure. 
Gems of German Song. 
Pianoforte Gems. 

Gems of Scottish Song. 
Moore’s Irish Melodies. 
Any of the above books sent, postpaid, fur 


retail price. 
OLIVER DITSON & UO., CHAS. H, DITSON & C0., 
Boston. Tit Br’dway, N. ¥. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 
IN GREAT VARIETY. 
SUITABLE FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS. 
RICHARD McCAULEY’S, 1316 CuHestuurt St. 

PRAYER 
whole of Mrs, Shipton’s “ Asked 
i of God” and “ Tell Jesus,’ be- 


| sides other illustrations of tre 
A BOOK power of prayer. Publish: «| 
for the American’!'ract Society 
FOR THE by Lock wvod, Brook« & 


y 
Co., 381 Washington St., Bs- 
TIM ES | ton.’ sent to mee on Tocwipt 
of price, $1.25. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT | 
A new book for paw a — ~ Daca Clasees, 


“THE CHOICE.” 


BY JAS. McCGRANAHAN & C. C. CASE. 
THE BEST AND ONLY 


THE GIFT of the KNEES 


| A volume containing the 





The Teachers’ ia 
the Pepi | CHOICE! 

Contains 192 , embracing Entirely New 
Singing School 


[ae Original and Strik 
ing Exercises and Examples ; —~— Part-Songs 
and Choruses ; Beautiful Solos; Rousing Rounds 
and Graceful Glees. 


EVERYTHING CHOICE. 
AN Wan in most works of the kind, 


The “Choice” contains a large 
IMPORTANT | collection of Standard Chureh 
FRATURE Tunes, for use of Choirs and 


Congregations, and 
SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. 


Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. Single Specimen 
Copies sent, post-paid, on receipt of retail price. 
PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
CINCINNATI, Q. 
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THE OUTLOOK FOR 1876. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor. JOHN WANAMAKER, Publisher. 











pas plans of Tux Sunpay-scnoor Times for 1876 are broader and more complete than ever. The representative paper of the Sunday-school canse is to keep pace with the 
rapid progress of thought and work in its sphere. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Its lesson-helps form a series not to be excelled. They include: 

i, An oo of rhe Lesson by William Ormiston, D.D., who as a skilled teacher and thorough Bible student shows rare power in adapting the lesson. truths practically 
to all classes of learners, 

. Normal Hints to Primary-class teachers, by ‘‘ Faith Latimer” (Mrs. J. A. Miller, of Louisville, Ky.), herself an experienced primary-class teacher. 

. A brief Application of the spiritual truths of each lesson, by the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. 

. Bible Lights on the lesson, or parallel and illustrative pture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of Scripture on Scripture. 

Selected Illustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and spplying lesson-truths. 

. An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the age on the Bible teaching of the lesson. 

Suggestive Outlines for the Blackboard, or the class , by the Rev. J. B. Atchinson, of Detroit, and others. 

. Lights from Bible Lands. A series of sketches of travel, and of Oriental illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, including Henry J. Van Lennep, D.D., 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, etc,; also the Rev. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geographer, who visi Palestine in 1875 and made 
special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876. 

9 Review plans by John B. Smith, of Kast Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods. S 

10, Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the line of helps to Sunday-school wor aside from mere lesson study, there a 

A series of No papers, on methods of work in every department of the Sunday-school (showing what should be done, and why), calculated to be of service to pastors, 
superintendents, and teachers, and to local normal-classes. 

* Words of Workers,” a collection of the best Qtr: of the best ee Tee workers on classified themes of Sunday-school work. 

A Bible exercise for the Sunday-school concert, as often as once a mon 

Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools, for installing teachers, and for various special occasions. 

Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—church and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tue Ti«es is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sunday-school intelligence from all parts of the world, 
including reports of conventions, institutes, associations, normal-classes, with the most valuable addresses of leading Sunday-school workers. 

Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest ortatoes material from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 
this Seoenens it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within the few weeks are John Hall, D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D., M. 
B. le, D.D., Edward leston, D.D., W. H. VanDoren, D.D., Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T. Crane, D.D., the Rev. Messrs, Washington Gladden, B. L. Agnew, Samuel W. 
Duffield, Asa Bullard, Joseph H. Twichell, G. B. Willcox, and Ae age Kennard, Gen. 0. O. Howard, Mary E. Bradley, Mrs. J. Linsley Pinneo, Mary E. C. Wyeth, Mrs. 
Amelia E. Barr, Margaret E. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. , and Mrs. E. Cakes Smith. These and many such strong writers may be counted on for 1876. 

a Rennes and miscellaneous selections from American and pean journals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,” will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 
an household. 
™ Reg han be eben & to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 
e works considered, 
Indeed, it is intended to make this paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-school world. 


‘SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable in advance, were established November 15th : 


From 1 to 14 Copies - $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for prepaid postage.) 
From 15to29 “ '- - 190 de ‘“ i prepaid postag 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 rs “ “ ‘“ 6“ 


A NEW FEATURE. 


To secure to superintendents, for use in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT’S PAPER” 


is to be issued monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrations. This paper will be 
sent to superintendents and pastors, who are subscribers to Tue Sunpay-scHoon Ties at its full single subscription rate ($2.15) and who on making their subscription ask to 
receive THe SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER. 

Tue Times will be furnished for $1.65 to pastors and su tendents, who do not wish to receive Tut SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER. 

—— and superintendents whose subscriptions at old rates do not expire until after January 1, 1876, can by sending fifty cents have Tue SuPERINTENDENT’sS PAPER sent 
to them for one year. 

The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication. 


WIS AS ww 


SCHOLARS’ HELPS. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each Sunday of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. This Leaf will contain the 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, a list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his examination of the lessons but in the 


practical application of its truths. 6 THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERL ” 


There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunday. 
With the Scripture text of each lesson will be given maiginal references ; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. Brief explanatory notes to aid the scholars in 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of pomete laces, and 
customs included in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul. and a pestimineey sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D., of Kew York, 
will aid in making Tus ScHoLar’s QuaRTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
detached Lesson Leaves are met in this publication—which is at the same time a improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 

The lesson questions in both Taz Week iy Lesson Lear and Tus Scuorars’ Quarrervy, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn. 
~-who is unequaled in this line of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the American Sunday-school Union, and now editor-in- 
chief of Toe Sunpay-scHoon Timzs. 

In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commence; if they do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order. 

Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAP: {706 Copies, one month, - - 8 60 


THE SCHULARS QUARTERL ¥:{4 DO Dupes; pis? ih srenthe, _* $5.00 





ADDRESS, 
VWEW YORK OFFICE: JOHN DM. WATTLES, 
$04 FOURTH AVENUE, BUSINESS MANAGER, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent. 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
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